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GENERAL DESCRIPTION
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estament to the Wi received from virtually every
Bourcc, we must confsss € the finzl rescarch programme was
herdly ocur own but rather a cenglomeratien of other people's ideas.
Uther than 1 mes Telle Hoj - Ethiloplian me T
I
group - we arae not sc other than by inclination, and as
far as posalible hwve to present our information as straight-

d wvithout either bias or

etation. A

thorough swrvey of the lives of one particular community was closely

town. o 21 includes gections on biological anvironment
meteorology, topography, socecial customs, economice, religion, occupations
gamos, aote. We have trded to produce possible
2 T returning, the risk of minor 8, to an e major
part of tl Wirk i gtill fresh in our minds,

I} sgport covers the of our wark and ewxperiences, but

dition means far more. We have

made many fri of many natienalities and experienced o new way of life
and & new culture. We have returned with a preat respect for the Ethiopia
peop]

who have helped the




TS AT

designoted

unepcoifio:

bl b

LI

ibaba.

time spent

ks
e an

HOD L G EY

CLNnsus

|

ding CGhemical

Biologist.

Wy o 1 2 o
bngincerin

Op1nlicn wis
10 50 even




[ FES S







poor 1mpressi

iy

BLl'0eT Wi

FRETCOTG ,

ghoat in eve:

for

a taod

food very







bhadd
st

COUT1E8.C

T

ug ECuil

ndercd

g s T e =
JOUTla LI




COULLLDY »

L13h 1

Al (e
Ledltl L[ Ee]
I'"I"""" i P
P L T S

Moerevar p

ganccl lod

yery kind
g, [ e ]
. s -l A
their h

- g o
L0 TTovide




. which proved inwv:

lytechnic Institute where we

Y A

effcred

This

hnm (e =R ¥ L




Tt 4= sy

W
= LT el




3DV T1IA 3O NOILVDO ; =
SANVL(TY () . :
m{Dmd,Id\m .GEO( W OOZ =l 3IVIS

S
b
W\
\ LNOdHIV /\
321440 Al
) | 150d o Taoi iy
ai—=—=mW Vi)
AOLOV / mww K\I@. wﬁw., B SHM—7 ovaalh otisva |
0 N || oh L AP i/ S0yl O
“l”i-. = |__d‘_.|| = —H Hrwvff.,\ : ™ __ " ___._
7~ aGNOd .~ HSOAWWLI ~ — | I s8s

—_______vavav siaav
- WA Z_VLIdSOH |
H o
m o R-NVAHEON
®

x*x X

SLNLLSNI
DINHOBLAO, -~ -

o




irt ArERLLE L

DU experiencas: > cannot ba ovaes ressed that the comments
Epplicable to on wr of Expedition, so that if products were
el very moch it was due to their unsu bility for us and th
Bell be A boon to othe srpeditions iis reflects on ocur

ment as to our
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FPRODUCT

PR -

Another useful and tasty

food. Not too hot eo could
be used in stews or as &
curry with more curry vpowder.

The 1life blood of the

Expeditioni

A luxury, but well worth

e dalT e

Used in =mall guentities

for fiavouring.

Drinlcing Chocolate

O

Chocolate Used in Fran

: gy
JARVEe wiLLIaLoca

Ideal for

P
ol

Very good indeed.
nuick to prepare.

[ 1 ke |
Kk ecilated in sm
nr oy 4 & .
QUiNLiITied.

e to weight used acro

put a
from water.

%, - e -
!
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NATURE COMMENTS

ik

Complan stensive use was not

for 1 egpeciall

were in a TB ridden area.

BT, Harris Ltd. |[Bacon . Liable to fragment on removal
from tin. Could have been the
heat. @uite tasty.

)JBoth of these items were ugad
Jin France and found to be
Jbe iden]l for the circum

) e g
JECANCES.

Swiss Soupe :80r ted PE Excellent by thomselvea
A base for gtews.

T & Co.
More luxuries but wery goad

Jas A gource of vitaming

3111‘0‘» 2105,

Y

)
)

Uczed for cakes, gravies,

=S
ctews,

Could be used in stewn,
gandwiches, fried, nlaoin or
battered, etc.etc. Very Good.

Bakter Uate Lid. 3 ovided a very pood breaifast




ity Co. Ltd.

EShizpams Ltd.

k Iyle Ltd.

gton Patents

Brand Ltd.

8 8¢ Bergh end

E'l'.l Eena
er Ltd,

Bworths Ltd.

ASS

PRODUCT

Ryvits

Chicken Suprems,
meat peste

"Ei -j:,l"l 'L.I,P

Dehydrated Carrote
& vabbage

Stewed Stesk
Corned Beef
Minced Beeof
Roact Pork
RBoast Beefl
Iiver & Bacon
Steak & §
Puddings

RTED

FRODUCT

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

m4 = &
4118 WbhB

Invaluable a=z our atapla
gource of starch instead of

for snack menls while
France. V. good quality.

L T

These were of the normal
high quality and used
continue .!..1-. .

We were rather disappointed

with these but we apprecinzte
the difficulties of dehydrp-
tion. Very good with lots of
salt to taste.

These, although heavy, were

itk heivelne o vary
rth bringing to vary

and baccn wex
as deligious
ly opined on ap

anothar 'must' i
the expedition

d00d nourishms

gvaning. h}_..-_r_..u....'l..-cd B8

ally in the field.

Another much appreciated
luwxury. Used in cekes, currie

or oy themsalved.




PRODUCT

Ancraks Good and very wate
Washing Bowls Very good demign and use
Capea and lats Not entirely waterproof.
Felling Axe Unnece ;.._.?_:,r due to timber
reatrictions.

Hepging Ladder | Useful due to profusion of
flies.

Mosquito nete Unnecessary as the inner ients

were ;i-qu_tu F:uﬂf-

Socks Very hard-wearing.

Sleeping Baps Excel

Waterproof
Trousers

Boots Pure Drpg Co | Kedical supplies

but from the many people
benefited from the supplie

] i r

in Fahnmr ; tha maed
che

for our needs

drugs that waren

now in the Garman

in Bahar Dar.

Eowater Paper Writing papor | ) Both types were used
iCarph. Ltd. Drawing M ) excliusively for

S Eritish-American Cigarattes ] | Aypzuc;'mth both
fobacoo Co. Ltd. Tobacco ”1=5-~-rt
) degres it

EBritish Eata Chukka Boote 3 Worn cog
Saos Co. Ltd. | quito mml a we
ary. Showed signs

L &‘it.l!;h Iﬂ-ﬁtﬂt:"“ ELJ'-'_-.‘ Sancers I ::;;;'_:‘ﬂ;nrgl:r maasinl we f.:,_‘_'L_"':
pial Plastica Ltd spoons, plates | the tablaw unbreak-
| Yol

Bronco Ltd. Toilet paper Huch usad.

Paper towels | This is about the most
portant commodity that
“r:uL;:1 Used for packing,
towels, handkerchiefs, gen
dusting, washing up

plant prese.




Brown Best Ltd.

Bryant & May Ltd. |
Good for outdoor fires

conditicns

any onditions.

fpmical Supply Go. yi xh; } Ugeful in the blological
“Ltd. ithyl Lcetase Programne

s Christie geping net bags | Very hard-wearing.

Boop & Naylor Litd, |Rapidogravh o F \11l these products wi
Rubber bands, Fol used in ocur work and

to be wvery useful. Rapi:

ograph was indigpent

¥ 1 el "1

ragulte wi showW. #h.

Envelopes nd drawings done |

¥indover '"Vie a
Via' tant

Torches, batterlias,

bulbea

Billette Ltd.

. . . L had a larce Huabe
HH.H. Ltd. YRR DY nss £ 3 [lad a i8I F.'.. n .
. thesa we were abie L0 gLV

few away to the villa

and indeed our

These

Weonard Hays Lt
(i S S

fiilger & Walts | Mieroscope
L:di




Iit Hollarnd Ltd.

Bisberly Clark
2
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Wl Polish Lta,

Itd.

¥6 & Spencer

LEER

MEcall Swects

B, Johnson Ltd.

tal Box EU! lntd.-

FRODUCT

i
Films

|
|
|
|

|
|

Millbank &

52

Paper Towels

|

‘-:_:E'.lr_l'll'll .]: U.t.a _"'h

rhet Pruf Polish
fmm. movie camera
35 mm. 8till camera
tapes

| films

extras

svWeatarg

Undervear
Shirts

Ltd.

assorted sweeats

tubes

tins
cCane

“ater containers

|
|
|
|
|
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Good ge
logical worlk.

Theges

Used effectively ac
will
people and for our

A b G
= LA

= LR TR
Yot e il Rl f L

Results will show the good
uality of the films.

Made local water supply
drinkable.

i i
d m
A Wil

th those of DBronco,
these were invaluable.
The wet pruf was particularly
useful due to the heavy rain.
ellent Kodak
quality. Invaluable for our
soclological work.

HAoUAL axc

Useful on eold Ethiopian
nights.

wood under hot conditions,
uzed constantly from Londop
to London. No sign of wear
in 5 months.

White ones very Tran g--
parent ones apt to get bre-
kean.

Good for storin
Very efficient
','I': R g

pa———
good.

odds & end

&
for petrol

t

L Uil T .;.i,;‘._. Ly
':‘Pﬂ:"a:.ﬂ.

rvice the bic-

also gave aterling

Bervice,

a pood-
Waito
W

t'r-- i FYey

taken

ption.




16,

l'lr AU TIme
o e e Ty 0
e

ar Ltd. r Terramycin | k

Both very geood for
Terracotril |

= AT 115
!-an-ut'—--- WS .

a
L

tiec Tant Camp beds b | Faultless use.
& Ltd. '

tor & Gamble Very useful as we diﬁ_nur

own washing all the tile.

)
Feiry Svap

o

Useful for measuring bic-

legical specimens, tools,
implements, houses, etc.

g Chestermen | Flexible

Ly
ot
i)
1 T
-
i Tl Sl N e

oy Litd. Kendal Mint Cake i | Very eanj

Ltd. Gos Lighters F Invaluable for lightlng

|

tape Ltd. Vingl. tape 1 F General use = mending
"'.\"Ol:ft-:..h‘.* ’L'-L‘.}_;. 1 labellln
gLectrical M Not usad in large quans
pipe wrap : Ganeral purpose - Strc

| idheaive.
waterprocf i | Ugeful for tent repairs -

| | withatood heavy ral

reinforced " Very useful for s
packing cases.

Good for sticking two
surfaces togelher.

sed consTENLLY in

Morton Ltd. SB¢alpels, blades

=

tlon.

)
=
i
i
n)
H
n
=
.
(=]
_b
b
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Consulonte Shirts

ar Ltd. Lifebuouy Soap F | Thie was us xd rather less
than .tho Asepso sDap.
i used constantly

" -
| | due to the smount of dises

=
=
O
¥
Lo

A.Errji 830

g L

scd often as clot

]
{
| dirty quickly. 1
Toothbrushes f; Both wvery useful and very

=surs

Toothpaste |) NeCeSERITY +

thes becas




dns Ltd.

& Bartley

Plindsor Ltd.

pys Ltd.

Chewing gum

Polythene bags
Polythene tubes

promoting

good relations with the
'FPE'UF.'].I." RElE onal
consumpl

Very high quality - used
in France and for the cold

Bahar Dehr.

| Very useful indeed. Agair

a help to win the people
over.

Many wvaried uses.
Dureble - attached too
very good.




MEDICAL

The following a list of medical supplics taken with us to

pltan Cream for provention sunburn
Eiervescont Saline Tablets for pravention heat fatigue

gesgium Permanganate Crystals For steril tion of water for

frnenc Croam General purpose antiseptic croam
for treatment of minor abrasions

and burns

G-k

} paol Concentrated antiseptic suitable
for preparing & gargle or lotion
for cleansing wounds, otec.

Bein Tablets ) Analgosic and antipyetic

Bt Codeine Co, ) proparations

ex Teblets Antacid preparation for gastric

upsets
Laxative
Vitamin supnlement

Aantiseptic and antifungal foot
powder

Cough linctus in lozenge form

80 Zye Drops For troatment of minor eye
irritations

B Eye Ointment
fincturc
pperary Tooth Stopping

@en Toblets For prevention of travel siclkmess
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fialazone Tablets For sterilisation of drinking
water

fylol Cream Insect repellent
¥amet Fly Spray, Aerosol
fagnet D.D.T. Dusting Powder

Balea Rubefacient for muscle sprains,
ete,

dormene Dusting rowder For prickly heat

The above supplies do not include specialised drugs - antibioties,
sulphonamides, ctc. These should be eomsidered on advice from a Medical
Fractitioner.

FIRST AID BQUIPMENT

Absorbent Gauze

Absorbent Lint

Cotton Wool

Bandages, W.O.W., 29
Bendages, W.0O.W., 3"
Urepe Bandages

Elastic Adhesive Bandagos
Iriangular Bandages

Emergoplast Strip Dressing, 13"

Bergoplast Strip Dressing, 239

Zinc Oxide Adhesive Plaster #' x 5 yds.
wound Pressings, No. 13., small

Nound Dressings, NMo. 14., medium




Safety Pins
Thermomotor
Seissors, Nurscs'
Byc Shade
Eye Bath

£

Splinter Forceps

Telescopic Splint

Wound Dressings, No. 15., large

iz}

a
-

F
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An expedition can meke do without a lot of things but there is

B8 substitute for money. We were very

Belped us with financial donetions.

BIEMS AND TRUSTS

EEtish Potroleum Litd.

it Laboratories Ltd.

Mioera. Coutts & Co.

Bthiopia Tourist Office

¥ord (Dagenham) Trust

Ellehrist Educatiecnal Trust
fyperinl College Exploration Board
MBseph Iucas Charitable Trust
Bbtax Rozor Co. Ltd.

byal Geosraphical Society

BEIVATE DONATIONS

Miescs M. & E. Atherton
Elackpool Rover Council
s, B. Crabtree

B Hoys, Esn.

i, Loomes, Dso.

iFs & Mrs. H. Sainsbury
s, J. Valker

g Whatmough, Esq.

[s Winder, Zsq.

fortunate in thot mony peoople

e would like to sincerely thank these people for their help and

jope that they think our work justified their expenditure.




BRIIACIAL STATEMENT

blncone

k4

PP, Limited B0
Wiba Laboratories 25.
Bleeers. Contts & Company 10,
BBthiopian Tourist Office 14.
Bford (Dagenham) Trust 75.
iillehrist Educational Trust 75.
Mimperial College Exploration Board 437,
pesepn Lucas Charitatle Trust 5.
:ﬂi't Razor Co. Ltd. S
Moyal Geographical Society 150
fRrivate Donations 18.
Fersonal Contributions 240,

o

C:“«JC‘\.HGGOP'::!PC-D

1104.18.1.

MEtpenditure

Travel 639.16.1.
Equipment 127. 8.6.
Food 106,10. 4.
Interpreter 60.16.2.
Bistons and Dock Charges b2. 9.0.
fecommodation 4s, 0.6.
$einting, Stationery, Stamps, Visas, 62.17.6.
Pilms, Porters, Tips, ete. ——————
1104.18.1.

In excess of their grant, Imperial College Exploration Board

80 paid £52 for insurance policies on our behalf.

00D AND EQUIPMENT

Without the generosity of the firms listed below we would not have
Been able to contemplate the Expedition. They supplied us with food or
pment mostly free, or in some cases at a reduced price, and we would

Mike to take this opportunity of thanking them for their very welcome help.




Bachelors [
Alfred Bird

Glaxe Laboratories

Equipment

Boots Purs Dry
Bowater Paper Corporation Ltd.
gh American Tobacco Co.
Bata Shoes Co.
Industrial Plastics Ltd.
Bronco Ltd.

Frowm Dest Ltd.

& May Ltd.

ﬁuppl? Lo. Litd.

Landauer & Co. Ltd.
lacDougall 1

Oxo Ltd.

Quaker Qats Ltd.
Ryvita Co. Ltd.

C. Shippams Ltd.

Tate & Lyle Ltd.
Templeton Fatents Ltd.
Tyne Brand Ltd.

Van de Bergh & Jurgens Litd.
A. ‘lander Ltd.
Whitworths Ltd.

ish Litd.

Spencer Litd.
Metal Box Co., Ltd.
Uptimus Litd.

Paragon Rezors Ltd.
Pascall Sweets Ltd.

Pfizer Ltd.
Penumatic Tent Co. Ltd.
Froctor & Gamble Lid.

Rabone Chesterman Ltd.,

Homney Ltd.

Ronson Lid.

Selotape Litd.

Swan Morton Ltd.

Tern Consulate Ltd.
Unilever Ltd.

Vitamins Ltd.

Waller & Hartley Ltd.

A. Windson (Poulton) Ltd.
rigleys Ltd.

Xlon Ltd.
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The following work is the result of extensive research
in the libraries of Addis Ababa by Yohamnez T. Srisonot. It
has been left as a scction alone and not edited. Although
nls has resulted in a certain amount of duplication, we
foel the overall result is more satisfactary.

SOGIOLCGICAL ASPECTS OF THE

IMFERTAL COLLEGE EXFEDITION TO BAHAR DAR

Yohannes Tekle Haimanot
RUDUCTION

This essay is the result of the sociclogical aspect of

@Perial College Expedition to Bahar Der, which toock place from

flly to September, 1965, It deals particularly with the Waitos of

=

Bilo, end more generally, with those o
] = b |

-~
I
e

Ygasho and Gediro, villages

BROUT ten to fifteen kilometres away from Bahar Dar, and about three

Qlbsetres from cach other, on the south-eastern shore of Lake Tana.

The Waitos of Fasilo number 185, thoss of Gediro 25 and those of
feeeto 47, including children and babies. ZEstimates of the number
@lititos vary from 200 or 300 to 1500. The three Waito villages,
BER which this paper is concerned, are the most populous. Although
fere ave gome Waitos living sporadically on the shores of the Lake,
s doubtful whether the total number of Waitos exceeds 350.

Ihe Waitoe are locked upon with contempt for many reasons. In
pies's day, they were looked down upon for eating hippopotamus and
poetdilos, and for being sorcerers who killed men by charms. Today

iisharas think they are indiscriminate about thelr food habits.




They eat everything including the hippopotamus. This allegation is,

L ) I, e e it e | i e he Tlon £
however, not true, because they no longer cat the flesh ol the

3

rbidden them to kill it.,

#

hispopotamus as the Government has 1o

The Woitos themselves think they are discriminatec against
because of their poverty ond on account of the fact that they

+ 1 - | +} koo Ty 1thoush
eonstitute a minority. It must be stressed at the outset that, althoug

the Waitos are discriminated against, the intensity of diserimination
hes been and is, decreasing with time.

The Waitos have & subsistence level of econecmy. The Dengal,

grinding stones

(]
-

whose bark the women use to maks basket
are the chief means of livelihood. Although their knowledge of the
Eorar: is limited, they sre Moslems.

The Waitos are among the least studied peoples oi Lihicpla. The

[}
)
)
(]

-
e

present work is by no means an exhaustive study, there

L

essay need hardly be emphasised.

o

incompleteness of thi

Addis Ababa
. = P Pl
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more incomplete. 1 extend my deep gratitude to him.
Dr. Pankhurst, Head of the Institute of Ethiopian Studiee, gave

mo usefiul

sdvice on the bibliography. I think him very much for that,

ETTMOIOGY OF THE WORD WAITO

The root of the word Waitc is not yet lknowi. To the Gojjam
Amharas, it is mercly a word of abuse. When the Amhara children play
games, they use the word to insult the dishonest and cheats. They

¢ould not have thought of a wormse insult. It is the bitterest insult,

a
|

i 1 " 1

Simoons states that Corulli has identified the word with Wattata,
which means 'to wander without permanent occupation'. Simoons himself

mSelVEeS

Watta, it is possible that the Waitos themsolves use the word as

G

rottanclli®, howaver, finds the root in the word "Wuahito', which

literally means 'he who eats everything'. He also tells ug ahout

Lincoln de Castro's opinion of the word's root. Castro thinks that the

word Watta or Waito reminds one of the "Usuaitu®, a name given by the

ancient Ezyotisns to the Negroes, against whom the Pharonic expeditions
I & y B B

were sent. The Negroes lived in the land of '"Uaut', in ancient Southern

177




Fgypt. Thie ie an intercsti:

oral tradition, theo Vaitos told us that their ancestors lived in

hgypt in a place called 'Aleng', which in their opinion gave rise to
| f v B o = i = b . L
the Amharic word 'Alenga', which means '"whip!'.
1
i I Le ox Meyap v -~ ~ o - ey R LT 2 1 n & ds ' . | -t - "}
Maleka I‘-;'“-':!' writes of two waves of Waito im ,__';".'ltE1 one in

gbout 032 B.C. and another in about 747 A.D, Both of

in SBouthern ITgypt and the Sudan, and both

in those areas., Theldr
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their fathers. A certais 4 soft called Watto, whose children
- He e by, ather Seuth Arabian dmmiorants
a5 time went by, other South Arsbian immigrants

Watto has sincce

one who eats all without eny regard to food teboos.

Akln to the Word Wuliito is the Tigringna word Mhit. This word
It meanzs & glutton, one who eats too much,
{ |
o cats wverything, In both Senses, it is a word |
of akuse.
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Dr. Pankhurst, Head of the Institute of Ethiopian Studies, drow

me given to the

Like othor people of low grade ocoupa , the Watia cannot inter-
marry with the rest of the populaticn. The Walta, like the omiths

scriminated against on sccount of his musiccl
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of Dahar Uar are discrimincotod against primarily
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by reascn of their foed hebit. The similarity of these words, Watta
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end Waito, is perhaps colnoidental and it does not seem that the Watta

gnd ‘/aitos are related in any way.
The Waitoe have their own story to tell sbout the origin of the
word., They sey therc was a widespread famine in the distant past.

Their fathers killed the hippopotamus and ate it. When the fathers of
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literally means 'he swallowed it'. Loter on, this word 'Watew' changed

into Waito.

It is very difficult to say which one of the above accounts is

-
b
=
e
F
€

»
&

S e, Pt & I s N et e e [ PRy S B o o e
Vel JlikCl} il LG r'."\-".'j l0s 105 TMoO0T 1 and arouna

to he the most

eating. Hence Grottanelli's and Taye's

probable.,

The Woitos have an interesting orcl tradition re

ug thot the wWoltos camgé out o

e | L
of the wood'. Hnleko Taye says they

are Egyptians who fled their country following the famine that tock
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Taye's informetion is not backed with concrete

should be held with grcat reservations.

Grottaneslli® records that the Waiteos cloim to have their origin
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lestine. They come to Lake Tana from Egypt following the Nile.
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that the low occupat groups, wailchn include the Waitos, are the
the country. Hence they must
12ve been in the country before the avrival of the South Arabians
in the first half of the first millennium. They remained unassimilated
with the South Arabians on acccunt of their unorthodox food habits and
4 19 AdAam 1 & = s = m - 1 7 o —y e M oy —_—— u " -
thelr despleed jobs. These are by no msans ti cnly factors but
‘the widespread nction that peoples of other religions, or even, in
some cases, people of the same religion but of different groups, are
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that day til!

and excludes him from the church and
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the Waitos and the Amharas live toget
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A rough translation be something like this:

2t not doubt depart from you, know you not your leader
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ey could not return to 'Aleng',

their place of residence i pt, lese the Fharach destroy them.
While in Aleng, they were famous for their skill of whip making. Vhen
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shores of the Hed Sea, he sent an expedition againset them. The members

the expedition aszked everyone they met on their way 1f he had seen the

peopls of Aleng, the whip makers. failed to meet thenm,
and as time went by, ng 'ssa-routes’'.
Meanwhile, th the slill of end hunting.
Hippopotamus ws snimels they hunted for food. When they

andoned eating it, until famine forced them
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poverty.
vne may Ask since the chief cannot somehow imMpose nis will or

of his community on troublesome individuals, 15 the
use of having him? For one thing, the central Government wants tham
to have a chief so that if the court, for xample, wants one of the
Waitos for testimonial purposes, it contacts him AE.
the G rante a chief for a Ve pUrposes.
aitos themselves cannot go to the court for BVary
ettty misunderstanding. T their 'ferences before the

chief,
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Some men fish, but the yield ies so meagre that it only meets the
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the advent of modern grinding

new techniques of fishing, and with no wmoncpoly cie
gocnomic security of the Waito is jecopardised. How are tiiey to live?

Grottanelli ' writes that they

ural economy. Thig is true of the Wmitos of Ygasho and Gediro. Bbach

Weito family useas the small picce of land which is around its hut to

grow corn. lhe land is not theirs.
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Walto discharges his obligation by working for five days

la tilling the land of ths
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ield, for cach day of work the Amhara

Wark in return includes weeding
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goods, which have long been causcs ol nrajudice and misunderstan

Jabartis, tiie Hoslem Amheras, will accept them as Moslem brothare. This
appen in view of t that some Waito holy men are

studying the in Moslem centres such as Mecca, Erl the

Sudan. This, ;e thinks, will help them know the essence of Iglam, and

upon tholr

put them in a be
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have wo heerd of anyone who left to do so, Henee tids claim of Simoons
that Waito scholers will revive the religious life of their pecplc docs
not seem tc , materialiscd. However, there is another factor wiich
Simoong thinks will halp th: =assimilation of the Waitos with the Jabartis.
It is the f arriculture. CQur cbservation of the Gediro and
rgacho  gemi-agriculivral cormunitics seems to comply with this.

in those areas, thers ars no the chance of assimilation
ig with the Christian Amharas and not w Jabartis. As we have scen
befors, the Christian Amharas and the Waitos livi in an cultural and
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midnight, once at about three and onc: at about six in the meroing.
The Waitos have superstiticus beliefs. When some of their firstbeorn

ghildren die, which happens frequently as infant mortality is hign, ©
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two or more lines of unremoved hair on the head.
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protective because it is bclieved to drive away ovil spirits and thercby

rer of death. Men, women and children wear feotishes
and amulets Mose protectives vary from charms inscribed with magical

incantations to big iron rings worn on the ankles.
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they are not devoted toc Islam is a subject ol not debate.
2
Simoons quotes Maurizio for having said that the Waites werc originally
Moslems who scttled on Lake Tana, They soon found themseclves isolated

in their new habitation. There was no religious conforcomcent) which
led to the deterioration of their belief. Y%When the more orthodoX
Hoslems saw them, they disowmed thoem. Simoons refutus this on two
srounds and he explains their locue religious life by the fact that

¥ ™

they are Moelomes of recent conversion. He says this because Fruce has

pa pagans. Besides, he believes that since Gondar was

des
a minor centre of Hoslems, the isolation which Maurizio thought wes

forr the degeneration of their faith is questionable.

Although Simoons' argument that they are of recent conversion scems

to be more weighty, it is very difficult to conceive who introduced

Islam to them in view of the fact that meither the Christien Amharas
nor the Moslem Amharas were friendly with them. Maurizio's view is

backed by that of Maleka Tay:c's who maintains that the second wave of

w = A " 1. €3
Simoons, 1960: 48



The second one in
groom contribules all the necessities of 1life is in
accordance with the Moslem practices of marriage.
Both types of marriage are arranged by parents. This is how the
father of the boy proceeds to get a wife for his son: he thinks which one
of his friends has a beautiful daughter.

ha,

8 who arrived in abeut 750 A.D, from Egypt introduced
Islom to their kinemen. Bui their lnc:ledpe of the Koran ie limited ant
they do not comply with the Islamic principles of g and worship.

To gide with any cne of the above contentioms is wery difficult. The

Waitos did not tell us of & s who studied the Koren abroad [T there

we would have perhaps thought they are of
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discusges the matter with his family and a small circle

o

225 T Forrd
If all his friends and famlly approve of

middleman, called "Shimagille', iterally m
father of the girl to ask for his daughter's hand.

meeting him., He tries to be

can end proceeds in this way to aslt for the girl's hand.
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longz since we met”, he adds.

"I am quite well, thank you, Allah be praised.
come to me with good news'', answers the father of
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aimafFl 8.
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"We are alright, thank Allsh, the Almighty".
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After a lengthy greeting the Shimegille tries

el the girl why he is

He would say, among other tiings, 'Yfour family and yo

always been mei

been mentioned in commection with bad

commumity. Their name has never

by way of pgreeting
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Vi, 4 00 not nave bad news. aow are your ¢hil

well, and wihat about yours®, says

irrelevant

his selegtion, he sends a

as he

"
nave

father

155U88.

to our

deeds. They have devoted their whole life to peaceful purposes.

Everybody likes and respects you for

tries to have vyour friendshiz through marriage and

friendship. Last night I was talking to Atto*so-and-so (1

boy's father's name). You know that he i= incident
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were talking about everything including the fact that
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upposed to multiply and £ill the earth.
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men are |

good behaviour.

fia

Evervbody

bonds of

man .

ancestors have

ne

ticning the

am and Eve,

t of Mr

equivalent Mr.




fhen he first

D8 pOsSiItTLV

J 3 e g =
ignificance
. rir

end even 1

everyth

they should

We were too. He

=

QEeC1LELCOI .

& T
ot T
ﬂur. |.--|

LDOUT 1%

ou will do anythis

LEn

.
SLOT".

vou know,

within your power
elf

nLar

~

& wonderful

y, i S

7

SOILe

Lo

as

without







to

Hal-t s
Ll

eat toge

tiiem. They

that thoey wil
r L h -, | T
LINE | b.;,_vr.

wnich roughly

i

siator,
After

eroomn's

Eroon hon

During these

ment is mado
the bathroom,
Iz avwoeh come
fricnds visit

s
ood
give all the presents to one of her frienmds, they will
presents to give
y but alee socialls
Bt P S —— El e Rl s i
SLUCH [EISNEDRS, The MITCWoen in most 1 mako a
cno ol bride's friends, who will show tham
3 a1 g 5 ST iy e |
¥ e - g8, 10 Ir'eturn for a brihe.

Mizewoch i y the right bride, they take her away from
¢ das, where ner greom is awaiting . The bride and groom
Alter this tne hadl unites them in marriage by blessing

0 not make any kind of oath.
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After the honeymoon

is aver,

the

end of the marriage and the beginning of 2 married Iife.
tock part in the party wish them all the best.
If such a married 1 s unsucccssful, divorce take

arty whicia

logadras th ittend to the grievances of the couple. A
hoeering it thev can grant a divorce. If the rriage was
Moglen 5 by which the bride did net contribute

the property wills th cwn.d after their married life goes
But if both have contributed on their marriage, all property ownecd
the merried life is shared eugally betwesn the divorcees.

Let us now consider marriage by abduction sand elopement. I
them are illegal and rerc. If a boy cannot marry the glrl his i
has chosen because of her parents refusal, ho secures the
friends who would help him to carry her away. Thne bost opp
whon the girl is alemne. It is usually convenieat to
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goes to draw wator from the willage well or cven

Whenever abduction occours,
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i6 impossible, the boy's fatlier pays 2 certain amount of indemmity

tetermined by the elders, The fathor of the girl arranges a mar:

h
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in a very rars case, 8 bov and girl whe are raised together in

bourhood mey fall in leve. The he

time they return to their home willage and secure the varden of their

ippen ance in four or five peneraticns.
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They also told us about the traditional form of marriage. In the
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st, young men had to prove thet they were capable hunters if they

wanted to marry. Ons whe wvanted to marry had to kill a hippopotamus.
Upon killing it he had to show his bravery by singing:;
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to kill a hippo, and it entitles one to ot married. It was glso supposed
to improve his power of thinking.
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Ethnological Sogiety Bulletin, 1961, II no. 1: 29
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till kecp dry. The roof

incomplete walls and yet s

i

. i e . 5% Y 5 3 "
by binding (and "banding') the straw into a

Normally straw is also used for the but o we

man v luse mud and tef straw with V'side rooms™ of
and straw built under the oves of the hut.
Walto homes :111.1:‘;;;:: appear un 1dily bullt. The largcr h

poles placed across walls for storing tankwa,
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A manka is & flat wooden
but rarely used (RL).

1 itod

This is on sarthen surfacs
Yabret Mitad

Thizs ie a slightly ecurved thin metal of variocus
smzllear ones are used for roasting coffge (-~ 9" dia.
larger ones (-~ 2 ft. dia.) are used for frying or ¢o
Either mitad is wiped with linsced oil befors cooking
injera mixture is poured on and a lid (ephiz) placed
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Flate 1 Women corrying Water

Plata 2 Typical Village Scene
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This is made of mud, excrets snd straw sprecd in layors on

of cach othsr. Each layer is allowed to dry bzfore the next

g
is added. Ash on 2 mud format is used to provent stickiing and
enable a reody start. It is used 23 a 1id for the Goto or

to complate the (L) injers ovon.

e 2

Gabota

A gebeta is o wocden bowl of about 12" diameter. Thoy ore

| i = 1 4

repaired, when necessory, with metol plates and nails and are
uscd for:

Water contoiners to meoisten thz gerampta reed for

round tef, etc. from the wufchos

i . " ) v FfaT
intorleaved with cucalyptus leaves) (AL)

T

Mogojeo - pestle and mortor

Gilgil and

These are carved from a solid block of wood and used for crushing

poffoe (~~q1Fft. ¥ 5%) and tef [~ 2ft. =

3 ft.) The Fasilo

gommunity only uses the smaller t ng the Gediro and
Ygssho communities use the larger types for their tef, since
they must buy wufchos (L),

Wufchos

Small grinding stones ore used for berberry and lorger ones for

taf (AL) ete.

Mouricr (25¢) - plaited bark and 'pine' needles or grass madc by

o & : ; : e = e e
This is o brush uscd for sweeping tef ote. from the wufchos (AL).



xiv)

xv)

S

=
(W

xvidi)

xviii)

Y

Agmuads

Pof sacks of hide (agmuzda) cre bought from the merket (£2) (RI).
Akofada
re used for storing clothes cte. and made from the

4 Y, T e {ved ropda) ar Trom salodin. (BEL)
cencral :}-.-LL of the do gal \rel. roocas) Oor L1000 Sailallls hol/.
Szhanie
e £n &5 35 + , T Fn e A=) iarkot and used for wot
This is o tin platc bought from the morkct and usc

ol s -

and injera (AL).

T £ M=}
Yawot Tofz (50c¢)
] 1 ! 3 s L = . { e i
This is on carth uscd far cooking the wot (RI)
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Mpe of all sorts are used for filling the larger wa
eto., cte. (A)

Enamel bowls are bought from the market and us
Coffea pot

Cof feo pots (tin) =re very common (AI)
Coffas cups

Small pot cups (2" high x 2") are used for drinking
e d¢ E"”'

This is the smoll coffce tray carved from wood (RL)
MLEET

Seales are rarely found - corved wood {(RL). A
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Enives
Knives of many sarts are beught from the market ond used fox

carving, cuttin

people shave with reazor blodes or gloss

Every hut containe numerous bits of broken gourds, otc., pleccs

of bark amd bark string, reed string, bits of baskatry. Many of
these are yushed up into the roof - more procious things in Mudoye.

g 2\l s i - o L X F 1 i "
Brushwood is also found is most huts \dongel is also ussd as

3 s - . N P 3 = Fogmm
fucl) either on the floor, under the eves or tisd te the wells LAL).

Fires

Most huts have smouldering fires for coolting and warmth and

Small poraffin lamps arc bought from the market (RI).

Chickens (A) (recf Biology)

Mogadavia - incensc burner

These are found in huts and mosques. VWhon coffee has been prepared,
1 | T T 3 . e, R ) T T e . T ) L';'r",‘}

the cmbers: are placed in the burner with hydroos (incenscl. (HI

Umbtrillas

A rarc status symbol is the umbrells (RI).
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shimecl

This is & big wooden stick uscd for protocticon and stared in the

& ¢ woodon woalking stick with iron cnds (RI).

his is an iron bar usced for protection against wild animals,

=

B’
B

3 i TI-T Y e
for protection. Smaller spears wore proviously uscd against

hippos.

&
=
B

Wosfc

These arc the bssketry ncedles (v 6") (AT).

vi) Tankwa Building (Ref. tankwa)

Knives and sickles (2lbin machid) arc used te build tonkwas.

T sickles aro also used to gathor dongel ond crops and generally
for cutting (AI).

vii) Btonework (rof. stoncwork)
The stonceworkers use hammers (digino) of various sizcs (AI), iron
bars (AL), snades (ekafa) (RI), pickaxes (Badela) (RI) and
korkurre (RI). A korkurrz is a stonc carricr of flat mctal on &
wooden frane.

viii) Fishing (rcf. fishing)

The large merab ncts arce stored in cloth in the roofs of the huts

1 ~madne 41 £l hute ¥ 1 =2
during the reiny scason. Cthor cugipment romains in tic huts unlcss

drying.
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EXPCORTS AND IMPOR

WUrinta
L1 -
hRiD SC0r3
Yodist

] ) pamn

Yoskenbia

5
leasure)
Y

irove)

Tankwsa
Wufcho : fufehe 230-50

1fa (wooden spoon for wot)
Marilen (wooden spoon for cooking) 25¢a
Migan (woodon scales)
Gubota (crude woodon howl) 83.3%0
Mentaf ':!.'."J...:,-_IJ rom soli "'"l:' ___.:_.JC.

Korshi

DMPORTS

schold Goods

All clothing
All jewollry but for Kitab

"
e Ava WEEE

]
s

ol e Ll _....,",..l.-.r
Umbrellas

Watcr tins

boor shoes (for wealthy)
Potrol (pareffin) lamps
Woodon ccifce troy



- Spade

n but darker colour (Dagussa)

39,



66.

o

he eloth Waite living in

L

of Bahar Dar but is gtill bhascd on €

gsc arc oblong picces of cloth w

+wo shorter cnds and have

poany usess

blanket
sheltor against sun ond rain

clothing - many

ith strips of

pursonal veriati

Fagilo is influcnced by the
he 4in s (~ £3).

- - - oY o
oxXponsive Shama

i

mbroidery along the

ons Amhara

o5

Men alsc wear white (dirty cream) jodhpurs occasionally, but mare
often shorts (very baggy). The shorts arc bluc or whitish. Long shirts
reaching down to the knces arc gsold in the market ond are often -
particularly in Gediro ond Ygasho - worn alond. Most clothing is the

off-whits colour.

Bama

=]
=

ahoo

meni. Most people wooar no shoos. Some
. k

Shocg ere ofton hung from tho central pele

the market are fairly comnon.
Children weer tatters or very simple
Womon wWeor rapgged dresses o paama -
Phe wemen carry their young children
This is moede of hide and bought from tho

jowcllry may be divided into t

a) ornamentotion
b} Fotish - religious charm for the

(status symbol) are bought from

Mo

WE

T

the town by very few wealthy

carve thomselvos kerkab.

tyrc shoes from

ghirts.
usuelly brown.

an thelr backs in an Ankalabe.

market, Geccrated with cowric

ErCupe -

L]

of evil

avoldanco
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Religious
Moskel ~ this meons 'eross' and 1s o cross. Hany of the Woite
Mosloms wear this sign of Christicnity.
Miskava - len ™ Py [ - - o i
iskava wooden neclkloco uscd 88 O I'OSOL s
contain tings from the Keran. Th
| sick pt anyonc elso who needs
¥ s 3 1 5 LY
SPLrlils cn leather thongl.
lon-Religious = generally multi-coloured

waorn round onklec

- bonglie

cowric sholl

neekloce of smell beads
lorge beed

Shami - elaborote necklace of sma
Dori - acclklacs

Gutecha - ear-rings

b

Ambar - bangle or brocelet

cy are




OF THE FEOPLE

All womcn -':':-a';':"lli most of thelr time wi gk eTr vich is sold
$he local market of Bahar Der. The main merkct is hold en Saturday
a placc called Arcda Geboya. Cooking is comnletely in the hands of
the women as is occasional cleaning of the home end 1%s contonts, and

the birth and upbringing of childran.

ce basic cccupatione of

tonkwa building

)
)

fishing

i
st el O ¥
gtone working

domend but thoy do spocialisc
The men olso producc wooden articlce, ¢.B. spocn, comb, but
important agriculturc. About four young men work
in the cotton factory
communitics, ¢.g. wafchos a
at Arpdna Goboyo.
he market place of Eanar Dar.
A job demending hard work for & low financial roturn iz despdscd,
8.f. COTVLNE, s-11ling fircwoed.
Converscly well paid, rolative

are honourcd.




ecds are prepsred e desecribed under the reeds section. Dried

Biripz of ckin from the dengal is ad as 'filler' and gerampta is
pought and used as the outer covering.

¥hen the basket is begun very few inmer pleces are used but the
number may inerease up to about SO for a large mesob, Normally about
30 inmner strands are used but the number i=s arbitrary.

The wosfe (backetry needle) is pushed through from the 'inside' and
the gerampta reed is pessed through and pulled round from the outside.
Tais i= repcated spiralling outwards and shaping the basket progressively.
Une turn is {astened te the lower turn by pushing the needle through
the lower turn and hence forming a joint., Kalem Shash (coloured gerampts
pcrmally bought from the market) is incorporated
base is an off-white colour. When finishing the of internal
strands is decreased but the method is constant.

A large baske = Hesob) may be made in 21 days
largely becmusc they are not worked on continuously.
women's '"fre time but if they were to work continuously
basket c¢ould be finished in
10 dellzrs

a small

injera basket on which the women s

for-. 87-15).

Satin or Agelgil - this 2 box with a 1lid, normally plain, which
is used for carryin Ly Staring tef, etc. etc. Most families







ownl 2t least one.
with thongs for sccuring
and bought from the

mesohbs or to strengthon

Mesabiz or Lemat - this is & flat straw plate usad for snatehing
the injera from the 'oven'.

is a very shallow bowl (almost a tray) used for
g and storing tef.

d 1like 2 Mexicen hat and used

Vogkenbia ~ Yedist Ephiz - 1id o
decorated).

Kuna - 1 ure for tef, ete. It has no lid. A single kuna of t
sells for sbout $2.50.

£

=

used for removing foreign matter
from tha te he centra : f the sieve is woven from geramptea
(or is mctall.




STONTWORKIINIG

The stoneworking arcind the village is limited to the manufacturing
of tef grinders wufchos (Figure
in the villege, 23 work stones £s their major sceupation, although
gost of the men are capable of doing 30.

Mast of the work on the rocks (dengya) ie carried out at a place
called Shimbat botween #-1 mile from Fasilo, guite close to the Getman
Hospital. The stone is outeropped as boulders along the main pahar
Dar - Dobra Markos road and is a hard basic (dolerite) rock.

First, the rocks are dug out with pickaxes (badelz) (Figure 13 2)),
gpades (akafa - Figure 1% b)) and iron bars uscd
the beat shaped TOCKS To ek

The mason now begins te break the rock into the general shape of
a yufcho or medge by use of the Tillige Dijinou (big hammer -

b) ). Medge is thc neme given to the top part of the wufcho,
the lower part also being called wuicho.

when it is near the required shape, the mason either staris
working on it with a small hammer {tini=h dijihﬁuj at the spot where

he dug it out, or eclse, which jo more usual, he takes it homc. 1T

he has a korkorra (Figure13d)) he and a friend can carry their

stones back to Fasilo on it but normally they carry the stones on

their shouldeérs.




The method of breaking the rocks with the t+i1lige dijinou is just
by repotitive slogfing with occasional ues of the iron bar 28 @ crod
bar, For shaping to the completed stage tho mascn uses the tinish
dijinou and makes the medge in 1ts final form. Once the medge is made

the wufcho is then fachioned with the tinish dijinou, thc mason

repcatedly trying the medge on 1t =0 a8 to motch the two togethor.

i good time for the +otal menufacture of 2 wufcho is & hours and the
srice for it is betwoen #1.50 and B5 depending on size and quality. The
gason will either sell his products at the market or else make onc to
fulfil an order from = customer. (Bee note i § 2%

Usually o better prics ig peid for ordercd wufchos becausc they

aro made to a certain specification. At the market, all tho Waito

masons Sit round in ono particular spot with all the wufchos on

display. They try ©o sell together rather than in opposition to gach

Occosionslly the masons will make a tillige wufcho (Figura 7 ¢)) for
a specific order for the Amharas of the district. In order %o meke one,
one man will accept the order and invite two O three friends to help
vim cut. As 2 tillige wufcho will teke four mon about five days the
work will not be parried out on consecutive days but will be done
when the mason feels 30 inclincd. During the time that his frionds are
helping him out, the moson will foed and supply them with drink. This
gystem is known as Debraiit or Wobera. The contracting mason is more OF

+

less bound to help his friends in return if they teke on a similar sort
o

of job.



ti
i cach wheel is of the

EE

order of 400

e

f -

. - 14 —_— T - r'E e et
0 kiles, it needing 10 men to ci2rry

prrange for a lorry to

88, Moro often then not the purchaser =
gollect the two wheels bub it cam be carried or rolled.
The bip grinding wheels are used in the mills for corn grinding and

nto

the wheels a2re mounted on &n iron

service by a specialist in B

=
L

hatft, the lower onc

being fixed and the upper one being fixed (keyed) to the shaft. The
ghaft is propelled by & vanced wheel also keyed to the shaft utilising

pover (Figurs 7d)).

Bearly 211 the implements used in the stoneworking are from Benar

cxception

Dar, the only

dijinou which was from Gondar.

found in the villago

being the chief's tillige

1lige wufcho veries from £30 to #50 and the weight

A smzall number of the stonemesons have three hammers but mostly just

g tillige and tinish dijinou sre emploved. This medi gized dijinon
(Figure 132} is just as much & status symbol as 2 useful implement.
As for the cost of dijinouwatch, the tillige was about £11, the

mediun size £5 and the tinieh

lent to help friends, although

Therce arce no particular mAreas
claim of any rocks - & man just [

i
cl1ig

L e 4 f ¥ A
children \boys) are

When

= O

normally start tcaching th

children can be seen carrving their fatheres' dijinouwatch

mernings.

the tillige dijinou en the rocks.

L1

ibout £1-1.50.

ki

They would then use the t

froely

implements are

z is not oftan

NCCoooary .

over which a perticular mason holds
g3 and finds 2 suiteble rock and begin

fathers

abont 6 or 7 years old the

se the dijinou and ouite cfton the

to work in the

inigh dijinou while theoiz

:hoir fathers used



Flate 4 Hufchos on sele in the Market, Bohar Dor




Genarally, the masons are hard-working people and are

atisfied, as with the advent of machincry their prices will be

adercot and so they will lose a sourcs of income. The finished goods,

=Lk

though not elaborate, are carefully and expertly made, the gquality

eXper the
Bbviously varying with tho moscon.

These people are craftsmen, evan though the work of brealking
pocke is thought to be degrading by the Amhera. Thoy are the only

people in tho district doing this work and it would not be sur

&f they wore unigue in this particulsr field.

lotes
For cvery wufcho made, one may be brokon.
When finishing a wafcho the type of ' tha
type of stone.
A man may producc anything from onc to six wufchos por weok dopending
on how many break, ete. Thesce he will sell for approximately £1.50
sach,

Trading by corrying wufchos across the lake to Gorgorra and Dembia.




REEDS AND REED CRAFTS

BG ~ PAPYRUS CR DENGAL

+

The resds, less the top fronds and the roots, are brought in bundles
e the lakeside.
&n heeds
The thick green outer skin is peeled off by hand inte narrow strips
agbout 3 ft. long. Any wide strips are split to keep the strip width

between =" and z". strips spread out to drv in the sun,

ceusing them to curl a ' Z The dried strips are used for
pakdng string and tl illing' inside the basket coils. They
gre not usually used in r scw up the baskets as the strips
are not very strong. Ref. Basketry. The strips are always wetted
before use.

As the white pithy centre, which is left when the outer green skin
has been removed, is soft and pliable, it is used either to malte
beds or to lay on top of the bede made of the old big reeds. The
pithy centre is pliable and strong and is used as a general binding
material. Ite uses are numerous: binding up bundles of reeds and
raad battens, lashing joints in the framework of houses, tying on the
grass used as thatching, repalring damaged tankwas, etc. etc.

iz also drisd and used as a fuel.

b 0ld dead Reeds

Before use thess are epread cut to dry and then stacked in bundles
o end. When actually uaing the reeds, the structure is often sprayed

with water, this presumsbly making the reeds easier to bend. The bundles

of reeds are roughly sarted into sizes:
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i
large reeds are used for reed battens, veds, for repairing and

iilding houses and for fences; mediun and small sized reeds are used

Sor the above purposes and alsc making tankwas. Any very thin

pldces and all offcuts are used
The papyrus grow up to 12' i ength - this seewe to be the

geinipum working length of reeds.

ERAMPTA

This is a snmall reed about 2'-3 g and of triangular cross-
gection. It i i ) into t e strips and used for sewing up
Bhe baskets. It is used in preferenc : dried papyrus skin

decause of its strength.

SAIEIN (see also biological notes)
Salein is a species of poh whose dried fronds are used for making
mats, belts and baskets. Salein trees are found on the banks of streans

or rivers; the nearest col

lecting point to Fasilo is the Abbai,
The Waito in Fasilo do not make akofada or other baskets out of
salein = any baskets they possessed had been bought in Bahar Dar market.
frondlets on the dead fronds are split to form 'blades' or strips.
woven into large belts or strips 2'"-3" wide and any
strips are sewn edge to edge to form mats.
To make the large strips, a managealtle number of strips, i.e. 4 or 5,
are bent at right-angles over another strip (strip A). 3 or b4 strips
are folded over strip b and interwoven as shown in figure 19 al.%hen

sufficient strips have been put on A and B, strip A is folded and inter

woven with the other strips as shown in figure 19b). Strip B is treated
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repeated alternately from side to side, a new

added to each strip that has just been folded.

CRAFTS INVOLVING REEDS

String meking
Bed meking
Batten making
Tankws bullding
Bagketry

Akofada making

r meking

One type of string is made out of the dried strips of green read
gkin. (See under Reeds).
To stort, 2 bundle of 4 or 6 strips is taken. OUne strip is drawn

A

pack, wound several times and then tied with an overhand knot around
the pemainder (see Figure 20.a)).

The bundle is separated into two equal parts, ¢.g. part A and part B.

A and B are laid on the open left palm, part A being held loocsely between

thumb and palm (see Figure20b)).To start laying up, part B is brought
ever to benind the left hand thumb which relecases part A. The right
hand palm is rubbed down the left hand palm onto the fingers (see
Figure 20c) A At the end of the stroke the left hand thumb catches the
nearest part - part E.

After & bit of practice this sequence can be repeated very quieckly,
atoppinz periodically to clear the free ends. New strips are woven 1n when

necessary., The palms are kept wetted and the finished piece of string is
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girned to the ground or gripped between the toes. The finished length
of string is streotched by hand before use.

As with ope, the Individual strands making up perts A and B
#re twisted in the opposite direction (anticlockwise) to that of parts
Rand B (clockwise).

The string is stiff and not easily knotted, It is used for
tankwa building, for makin eds and battens and occasionally for
building houses.

park String

then stripped from the trees the bark is in wide s

1
trips about "

thick. These strips are thoroughly sosked and worked until pliable
and then torn (with the teeth!) into strips about #'- 11 wide.

Two strips (A end B) are neld together with the
1eft hand whilst th trip rolled with the righ alm down the
right leg towards the knee (see Figure 20d)).At this stage the two
8trips are still mpeparate. The string is held at'point C so that the
strands do not unwind and the two strips set fairly closely together are
rolled as before down the right thigh (see Figure 20e)l Whon the hand is about
nalf way dowm the lc ha ip on point C is released and the
strands A and B twists th into string he third movement
the string tightly with tho
of string lightly back up the thigh (see Figure20f)),This seugence

repecated, new strips being wound in when Necess5ary.
Before use, the string is thoroughly scaked and redried. 'he bark

string is very strong and when available is preforred to grass string for

tkwa building,




Lengths of reed battening may be used as bedding. There is,
however, a more elaborate bed made from bamboo with a covering of reed
battening. The bindings above and below the bamboo are staggered.

T™e beds are short and the reeds do not taper much aleng the

length; however, they are usually placed head to tail.

ticks are sometimes used in place of bamboo,

Reed Battening

To get approximate uniformity in

T

head to tail. wo or three bindings are used depending
final width. The free ends of the string are tied witn
granny or reef knot.

The [inished batten is trimmed with & small sickle and

sprinkled with water before being reolled up. The bundles

stacked on end, presumably to avoid excessive rotting.
The battening is used by the Waito as deors, cheap beds, and
pecasionally for repairing houses.

Most of the battening is sold to the Amhara, who use it for

doors, beds, fences and for repairing houses.




Sankwa, Dullding

A5 with most boats, the kee 12 tankwa is constructed first. It

88 pade as lon:; as the fu ength of the boat and as shown in the diagram
. "1 a)lit consists of bundles of reeds surrounding =

Wooden pole (approx. 17 . If the tanlewa is very long, two or more

branches arc used.

The binding strings are spaced at 1-1% ft. intervals, depending on the

size of the boat, and they bind tho keel with two round turns and an
overhand knot., GStarting with the string nearest the bow, a few reeds are
selected and placed in poeition with their butts pointing towards the bow

8 few inches from the binding string, A few outside recds arc drawn
forward to form the eventual bow piece. The builder works his way down

the boat putting in new reeds at cach binding string. The wall thickness

ir varied to suit the size of tankwa - a thickness of 34" is suitable for

a 15 ft. fishing tankwa. The type of k use s shown in figure 21b), c)

and d)« The last two stern strings arc le mtil several layers of reeds
have boen tled
This sequence is repeated until 5 or © knots have been tied, when

the boat is rolled over and the othe ide is built up to a similar height.

g

it this stage the tankwa is placed on two rocks with a weight in the

Figure 21¢D, The stern reeds may now be

middle to vush it into shape. (see
trimmed with a small sickle and tisd inte place,

The rceds and bindings are thoroughly wetted (to make them pliable)
and a piece of green reed is tied round the bow to pull the sides into

!

the required shape.
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befcare, in turn, to the required final

The stern binding strings are tied together to pull the sides

hend the spare ends are led aft to bind the thinned out reeds into the

puaracteristic stern shaps (see Figure 22 a)).
he samc method is used on the bow - the reeds are thinned out, the
fBinding string m each side are tied together and the spare ends are
the thinned ocut reeds into ths peinted bow shape
soalied with water and is pushed and pulled into the
finished tankwa is quite light - a 15 ft. tankwa can
#aeily bz carried on the head.
when in usc, the tankwa is filled with a pontoon shaped bundle of
1toon is tied up using the same knots that are used for
Fresumably the pontoon provides added buoyancy, &
grier surface for énd storing goods on, and helps to keep the
tankwa in the coriccct shape whon it is in the water.
Only thin or medium-sizsd reads are usad to build tanlow
large resds are used they ere kept well away from the
larger reeds become waterlogged more guickly.
Barlc string is preferred for use in binding but mrass string
somctimes
Some general points about tani
small 15 fi. fishing tankwa can bc built by
hours.
A heavily lozded and continuously used tankwa will last for perhaps

ightly used tankws which is occasionally dried out

two wooks, whilst a

will last up to 5 wecks.
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82.

Fighing tanlwas are paddlcd in the same way as a kayalk., A long
gfraight bamboo pole is used as the double paddle. The bamboo pclos
iro cut from wild bvamboos growing at the entrance to the Abbai and at
othcr points on ths shores of the lake.

Worn out tankwas are Wroken up and the reeds are used for fuel and
for building housos.

Bhort picces of 'walking stick' shaped bamboo arc used for paddlin
ghen the paddler is sitting down. The long poles may be usad wWilcn Onc
is standing up.

Even if o tankwa overturns the life of the people is always
gince tho reeds are never completely watorlogged and will always float.

The Waito do not seem to use the stars for navigatio They con
usually sce their destination across the lake during thoe day or in
the bright moonlight., If visibility is bad the majority oprofor to hug

the coast. If visibility becomes vory bad or if the moonlight fails at

pight the majority of Waito prefer to hecad for the szhore and to sleep

ad

util conditions
- 1

Basketry - see previous section.

ikofada haiting

The pithy inner pert of the greon reod may also be used to make the
akofzda or clothes baske

Suitabls reeds arc laid out on the ground and a thin
to bind them up tightly. (see Figurc 23a)). The long reeds arc

is continued vertically round the basket.

weaving in new lengths of binding recd is shown in Figure 23blNew

be put in the walls of the basket if necessary. One side of the
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Phaskat is trimmed short whilst the other forms

Wenally tied down with string. See Pigure 2%
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collacted and sold

bundles are

bundles are

sold to the
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=
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The Waito of Gadira

However, some buy stone erticles in

small profit in other W:

most
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bundle in
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taken by
v

tonkwa,
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round green raed
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do any stonc-working.
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held in Gediro with:

corigin, they said that both the Waitos =nd ths

the descendants of two brothors,

Bahar Dar marke




lai 5 descendents,

1f-h E

o

Waitos came out of wood.

the

T SH L Y g
Wit TS oLer -

muach land znd ore

both

%
il

P

ifference coculd not

.

and to different occcupat

yhilst tho Amhara came by lzn

From conver

to comm

gct descendents of Adam and

PR T

o bra

whilst Ya'icob is the

ie 2 descendent
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very foolish tl
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tly oppresscd by the landowning Anmhara,
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ras and the
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have ccme by

5214

A ol
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thus explaining tho ras' monopoly

the

commund ty

i=ked about tha word

3 forbears.

o identify

thie "incient Past' du

Waito,
The

ring o

started teo eat the hippopotomus.

thay believed that this wos 2@ word used

think that this word originaoted some

b g

widespread fomine. A certain group

i 41~
Lug oo

of neople, driven by hunger,
elders think thet the wverd Waito was intended =28 2 term of ocbuse.




hAsked about their origin they gave

Gediro.

to Tan=,

thevy thought that they 72 locked down upon becausc
ifnoranca.
that bad drecms must be prayed for. A man
who has - frightening dream should hold a party or sedeka to which neople
¢ome in order to pray that the mon's dreem should fortcll some fortuitous

gvent.

Some things were expleined in the samc way as in the other Waito
communities:

Money as the medium of exchange.

Thunder and lightening, sun and moon are expleined by Goed.

Treatment of men posscssed by devils.

Fresent and cncient musical instrumente.

y, the elders compleined that the Amha

heir treditional tradee of catehing fish, building tonkwas,

and cutting stones cnd thereby threatening the Waito livelihood.
Difterences between the Communiiies at Gediro ond Ygzasho ond Fosilo

The differsnces present ove minor ones rnd are due either to the

possession of land or tc the relative rhundenes of roaw materials such as

=

he orel traditions and tho wiy Ol

]

ife of the pecple scem to be th

azme for all the Waito communitiss. As Waito say, "Woito is Waito

[ mp
o)
Lp

pvarywhare'.




The most somily chservabls difference is of coursc to

plote of lend. However, the 1 :» of Godiro and Ygasho are

sompletely agricultural community. With the excention of stone working,

they have 211 the normal activities of the Fasile comaunity.
glpe intercsting to note that al wh the 'agricultural' YwWoito
sloughs they do not know how to usc then.

The availsbility of wood meens that the Waitc of the cuter villages
gan earn money by selling firewcod. Onc notices particularly the large
bundles of firuwood inside the houses. Almost every house has & raisod

ifferent from the Fasilo community, where these arce not common.
Lhere are more wooden zrticles 1 as gebotas, sandais and grain
pounders than in Fasilo.

The nearness of Ygashc to the reed beds an > the salzin troes

glso leads to minor differonces - e he Ygasho poople use salein

ond they melke akofada out of the
villoge.
Apart from the agriculture, the mejor difference between the

communitios is that the people of the outer villoges are not stonc MAsons,

« iy

.1-

they merely trade in stone goo

There are £lso glight difforences in clothing; in general
the people of the outer villages are more raggedly dressad. he men wear
but the wemen's drese secns much the same

as thosec 1n 2a51lC.

~catest difference is in the children's
Bl

-

dress - many of the children 1

[
=

n the outer villages weoar nothing but a s

ghamma slung over the shoulders. Cne may say that the people of the ou

=t

villages are much less influcnced by the town in regard to dress.
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The diet of the Waitc is lucking in variety to & large extent because
they have a low income and to a lesser extent because they have always
lived poorly and they ere slow to accept any changes.

As with most Ethiopians the bagic food is Wot and Injera. Injera

main source of carbohydrates in the 43 iz made from

1 10
of grain) or dagussa

and then winnowed and

11

sradually added tc the resulting powder with much kneading

each addition. The final product - a thick grey paste - is

poured inte a large gourd with a little extra water and then left tc

leaven for about fo 5 After this time more water is added and

paste ie mixed until it acliieves a smooth runny texture.
The injera is cooked on a flat round metal plate called a metad
is first wiped with a cloth scaked in linseed oil. The mixture is
poured from the gourd onto ths hot metad, spiralling inwerds from the
a lid of ephia made from dung, stravw and mud is placed cn
an 'oven'. The 'oven' is secaled with a long piece of pliable
reed skin,
Alter sbout five minutes the injera is ready oand in its finished
it resembles a thin grey-brown crumpet about 2 ft. diameter and

. . . IR i
15 2 [ LE mto & zah “4 aftar which

other injeras,

eing separated b eucalyntus leaves to keen them fresh. Thay have a
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iBour tacte snd in general the 'wiiter' the injera the bestter the taste.

In Bahar Dar only tb heaper black tef is aveilable, costing #2.50 for

B large hosket (kuna) fu in the market.

Wot is the 'stew' ser with the Inj . It contmins fried onions,

gl or butter, water, venpers, salt, spi z &nd the main ingredient,

1
I

wbich can be vegetables, fish or meat, wiich are all coocked up together,
is fer as the saito are concerned, the ovportunities f eating meat
normally tec feast days or gpecial cccas A poor family

t meat only once or twice in two months.

Juite often several familieg will club together %o buy a sheep
{about $65) or an old cow (about $15) which they divide and either eat
TawWw oF in a wot A cow Lide can be sold for basket covering for about
£5. As a chicken costs as little as 50c¢., they are eaten more often
than other kinds of meat

malke & very popular wot, making up for the
The fish are first gutted and filleted
and then put inte the

Gomen or cabbage is the most consumed wvegetahle and is normally
served with a wot made witheout a main ingredient. The gomen is cut up,
beiled with salt and water, drained and then sarved. It has

vary similar to the English wvaristy of

witii injera, without the wot, but this
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iz sorved with or without suger.

EE Deans are
BEhed several times on & picce of tin and ther roasted over the
fitiis 1o usually done on tho same z in continually moving
ieans round with

After about 10 minutes reasting,

. ; 3
a mogadja (grinder)

powder is ther

only non-alcoholic
¥ery oft peonle passing the door are

ieppens there are usually one or

9 i iy

the favourite is reasted peize, which takes about 10 minutes to roast

gver the fire.

el

Others include a form of
texture and taste to malt leoaf), roasted nuts, a for
'y

of which only tioe stringy

& form of b

'

and tastes vaguely like

yery bibtter taste.

: e .y c i . -\ 1 o ; R,
A hopey drink (tej) is available in too expensive

L

for ths “aito and so they prefer katicallah (distilled

mly 5c. per glass.

The Muslim religion forbids the consunption of alcchol but although

et

small degres the mejority of peopls - even the pri

following thinges are also Torbidden:

iest




Guinea Fowl

oods consumed include

1
ey o m g oy e e e £ g e ] e
gya lancther type of grain) degussa,

type of g

potatoes, bzane, peas, wheat, barley, omiens, ginger, linsesd oil,

fish, chicken, cheep and cows.

There are only Ltwo main meals per day, theesc being misa at midday

and irat Coffec

only is served up in morning for breakfast. Any fried food that the

people have is called Kolloe and injera with a pulse wot is called

injera beshiro.

There cxists a system in the village wherchy iI a man has no

L )

for any reason, whether it be

money and Lo

whatever, then his close roelatives will
After that 1f he still has neo more food his more distent relatives help
nln. The last stage in the system is when the whole village helns ocut.
In this time, the wmen or his wife must if possible attemnt to get

-

moncy but they will be supported until they manage to do this.

Also in the village thore ara guite & lot of widows that live by

themselvos. These people have very fow possossions and normally aat
with a nearby housc¢hold or with relatives. For this privilege they must

J 1

help with the housework and contribute to the housekeeping money by maki:

baskots.
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Gthiopia
person takes an equal number of holes. There
and hence the number of pecple playl must be divisible
Earh hole containe 4 counters and ploy is anticlockwisc.
person to go tokes the counters from onc of his own holes - he ma;
from hisz own holes - 2md places one counter in cach con-
ne moves until he is left with only cne counter to
If this hole contains furthcr counters, he
ast counter falls in an
empty hole. The next person now goes.
The players endeavour to complete o set of 4 in another person's
hole by finishing off their play by putting the last counter in 2 hole

-

containing 3 counters. This holc thon baeomcs the property ol

peraon to complete the four and e owns each countaor placod in

hole. This hole is then egquivalent to an empty hole for the

that hole. Any other playcr who finishes his turn by

hole removes the counter and one other

torn until he finishes in an empty hols If 2 pereon's finel counter
an empty holc owned by anothor player, he simply takus the one
winner is the person to have most counters 'in his hand' and his

"holes' (i.a. those in which hc has completed & 4) vhen no-onc can play.




The gpame is played with picces of boked cley (clays) about 1%

square and 3/16% wide. First of 211 a shape is made on the ground

with a finger or stone: Rl
. B B
o

The children can have any number playing but merc uzually two or
throc, Each player has a certadn number of clays and the cbjoet of
the game is to win more.

A 1line is drzwn about 8 ft. from tho shape shown and
behind this line that the player throws his clay initially.

Pipat of all each playcr stands one of his clays on the linc
AB near to the apex A, next to the othor contestants' clays. The players
muet then get bohind CD and throw their cleys to get as ncar to AB os
possible, but in & 3 | wote 1),

Cmce the
glays and thc the clays on AB throws his clay to knock
thosc clays over. There is often a 1ot of srguing over who is further
and so distances are mecaswred with feet, elbow=finger, and finger spans
(note 2).

The player throwing marks the point where his clay landed and puts
the back of his front foot cn this mark. :as o great deal of skill
+o knoclk them over from over S2Uy 5 ft. but someonc gt abhout 3 I't.

just lean cver and imock them over. The person knocking the ¢lays over

then wins them.




=
1f no-cne lmocks them over on the first try aftor everyone has
tricd the same procedure is followed, tho furthost from the clays
throwing first until the clays aro knocked over.
If on any the contostant finds his clay off the line of the
¢lays he can burn the clays round to face him 2 g a8 thoy remain

within thec triangle. This give

over.

1. The contestant loses his if he doesn't get past ARL.

A rcthrow takes place 3 »gnle ore an egual distane: from the clays.

= ) (Hop scotch)

——

The playing area for this game is marked out on the ground with

-

Maxinu | Senio

& 6 3 2 1

Tirst of =11, onc of the players stands at £ (any number can jlcy}.
He then throws a small stone onte 1 and jumps 1into 2 on one foot, then
onto 3 on one foot, then one foot in 4 and one in 5 at thc seme time,
one in six (hopping) then one cach in 7 and 8 at thc same time. He then

urns round to face A and hops back os before.




Whan he renches 2 he must pick up the stome in 1 and throw it to

A (hopping to A over 1). Hz then throws the stonc to 2

%ntc 1 and thon over 2 inte 3 and doos exactly the same as before, i.e.

gtops on the way back at 3, picke the stane up, throws it to A, hops
wer 2, then to 1 and A,
Tha same procodure Ior 1 then for & the player hops from 3
bo 1end with both feet in 5. Idkewisc with 5, then onto 6 as with 3,
means londing with both foet in 8 and coming back.
the same proccdure is followed, landing with both fect in
7, then the stone is picked up and the playor asks the permission of the
other players tc stop out from 7 to B, If this is not gronted (it
wsually is) he must throw the stene to A, hop back and repeat the drill
ot having to ask permission to go to B this time.

player throws the stone to 1, hops 2s before to 2; then

plcks up the stone from 1 and takes it back to B. Thon to 2 end so on,

picking up the stone cach time and working to B. For 7 he throws from C,

up the stons and hope ' he same in revorse for
When standing in 7, permission must be sought again to go to B
othorwiee the ployer hops over 8 to C
When this is finished, the player s at B with his beck to A
and throws his stonc over his sheouldcr with the objeet of landing in a
Thouaa'. Ho ks hroo chances to get into one

A person is olso cut

tho squarre or
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If the playcr completes tho game and has a 'house', succecding
slavers must not put a foot in or throw their stones into his house.
Wis means that at times the players must jump over twe squarcs or lean
‘ever onc. A player is out if he lands with any part of his foot in
eomaons's house or if he puts his hand in while leaning over for his
Btong.

Things becomc more complicated when pecplc have houses next to cach
other and people must jump 3 squarcs. vhen this happens players are soon

out and tho winnor is the person who stays in the longest.

Al a -..
>

Any number of people can play but assumc only two arc playing.
Both players put a2 marble on the circlc shown and then stand back

bohind AA'. They throw another marble to get as clese to the circle

as possible. The closcst then flicks his marble to hit ome of the other

two on the circle.

If he knocks it out of the circle then he flicks the throwing merble
from where it londs to knock the other merble out of tho cirele. If he
knocks both out they are then his. The other contestant then tries to
hit the first perscn's knockor and if he does he wins the marblcs the

first persen previcusly won.




If the clos playe the marbles misses the

gircle then Turns

il both morbles arc knocked cut of the c¢ircle, the person

did not lnock the lsst morble cut of the cireles

1is opponcnt's lkmocker to win back thc marbleos in

playor's lnogker knocks onc of the merbles cut of

thing lyinz outside the circle.

=3

o game continues v ¢ person loses all hie morblos or clsc

beconcs disintorested.

indced, played normally by two people

u

The playing board is the fromt of a shamma whon the wearer is

in the cross-lc ing position. The front ecdge of the shomma

is slightly held up ané ond porson rolls his ring down. The objcct is

te cover partizlly (or wholly the othor persen's ring with one's own

g0 to this cad the second peracn reolls his ring (mordo) down thce shamma.

Io put it on the right course it is permissible to moke a small

groove
amma irom the othor porsen's marda te tho top edge of the shamma,
toerc 15 a good chance of boing in the linz of the other marda.

PS whon cne porson is losing too many nardas.

th




BUGANATT - Italian origin?

L
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Just an amuscment intonded for

B0 & game in England also on the

Ths consists of

Wochanisn!

_p'-' .

Loz
f b B ]y
B g

e e b

m

WO LLNEers are inacrted

the string is 'wound
gthier and the string
repeated thc

string winds nor

AooCRTID FASTIMES

= this is just as

i) Hide-ond-sozl
one person sceking.

ii) Bliding - a slide is mode hy finding a

bringing water, normcolly by mouth or any

the soil. The children then

iii) Wonchif -~ this is

of reeds. It i= normoally

proficicnt.

iv) Whipping - as the Waitc

often, but the children ofton malc

of the pith of tho

perhaps a few days.

whips for th

rexds. Theae arce only

this is

cveryona hiding and

soll ond

her avoilsble means, to

o sling and it is made of bark, grasa or pith

and the childron becomc guite

nis is not practised very

gir owm amusoment out

tumporary things and last




fports - the chi

dong jump, high Jump (usineg

igth (press-ups with on

gonercl acrobatics.




Ere now used.

Freviously, however, a flame was produced by rubbing two
Bogether; a soft wood - 1 dily available and
wood Iound in most arcas.
the soft wood, about 1" diemeter, is taken an

gpdit down the middle. A notch is cut about into one of thes=e
fialves and acts as 2 centre for the fire. ust cne side of this
potch, towards the con of the stick, 2 smell hels 15 cut. At this
hard wood - anly ahout 1/3" diameter, is revolved.
git on their haunches in a eircle and cover

themselves with a shamma to reduce the wind, A picce of dry c

oth i=
the lenpth of soft wood and, taiing turp the men

51 .

stick on the spet ghosen, h 1g the soft wood

in position h their fe The smal stick i=s rotated as repidly
gs nossible betwoen the zalms and & small sf red hot charccal
goocumilates on the ¢loth pushed into th

smoulder the wood is removed and the cloth plus charcoal casutiously
biovn., Dry stray and small sticks are now added and, with luck, begin
to burn.

Az B5 kept smouldering and not allowed to

go out. haen tho fire E8 B a family will borrow some cmbers

from a neighbour and return them
Fires are found in most homes, in an alecve

but more normally to one side of the hut. The fire is used for cooking
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lEd to a lesser extent es a source of warmth).

Brushweod or dengal

I
el

#red on the walls is used as fuel ecunomically, and normslly the fire

345 kopt low,

Benerally throe stones are pleced arcund the fire to support the

gitad when cooking injera, otc.

soft wood used for lighting fires is Asta.




Burial (Islam Amhows, but identical to the Weito caeremon

dlien scmeone dics, men go to the burial ground to dig the
& By carry largs gtones, required feor the grove, with them to
Burial =itc.

A large rectongular (2gm. x 1dm. x 4 clbow lengths and & hand's
g deep) is dug N-5. ong tie western side of the grave a groove is
it into the well of the gra about 40 cms. deep at the level of
Pottom of the grave. This is the space intc which th

Whilst the zrave is being propered, others including

ping the corpsce slo the burial arsa on 2 wooden boerd very much
iika a strotcher with handles branching off the four corners. This is
ealled b G Yn,

Until the grave is finished, ti rests loy the corpse on the
ground and, facing west, they prey for the dead. When this is finished
(about 15 mins.) all the pri¢sts remove thoir shoes. Then, obout 4 men
go tc the placo where tho icets stand znd carry the
grave. Throco people stonding in the grave now lower the
bier into positien whilst two pecplc standing =t ground level alongside
the grave wave two outstretched shammes rhythmically.

grave wherein the bedy is interred

stones and mud. The people

shamma waving stops. Finol]

grave' is filled with soil and stones are laid on top ~ one per person.

smen atates that this is done so that the place is kmown as a grave cnd
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liently. Tho D me pric . e contre of

AE Boon os the ial is complete two poople 1t

shomma for

each mourner filos past putting about 10c.
The priests begin

i
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ULTS OF CONVERSATIUNAL REPORTS

s3Il

pricet =cheolar - nust principal source ol

gpocts of his story

formntion. Woe wers able to confirm

jit, for the most part, we From convarsaticns

n_"..?

B0 Wore inclined to beélicve his sterdies this cannct be acceptaed

He eloime the Koran (Book of Heddis -

d Ad ke

i clear proof of their wvalidity.
A x T — TS 2y i
ters 2, oSuleiman snd Dawd) his

Lel'a Loay

e Ieraelites ond desecondents of the two
trothers ond Ya'icob whe, in turn, ‘act dascaendents of Adam
gnd Tva, =a iz the father of th: Islom

a widespread belicd

Christicn,
gomnon origin.

There are three miner ftraditicns

The Waito
The Waite dents Pharach

The YWaito were alwiays slaves of Fharach

At T
([ B FlE

The fourth tradition, as given by tho Kalicha, iz most completc and

consistent with other information received:
The Waito of Momas - 7,900 yeurs
g0 - were sloves Israclites out of Egypt

the Waite wera afrsid and refused to cross.

their ccwardico, curscd thom:

"Bt 2 B & Yrala F 9T HomRF s 3 RT o R ¢

"Let uncertainty be with you always®

e el e
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Thereaftar the Waito cculd not return to Egypt because they wero
pirnid of tho Fharach, so thay remainsd on the shores of the Red Sia

ishing hey met the hippo' and hunted

wd

ond started hoat-buil
it for food.

The Weite hove lived 'on woters! Loke Tana) sinee 'Ancient Times!.

g

the Waito 1ived in a see called Aleng.

poople to catch the escaping daite and the poople
8f the Pherooh asked everyone they could find if they had scen the
Ipeaple of Aleng'. Meanwhile the Wad had settled on ¢ shore of the
Ethiopion berder and become famous for their skill of whip-making from
Bippe' hido. Henece the whin beeeome knewn &s 'Alengwooh'.

The Amhorz are i y ha 1 r 1an d the Wallc by soa,

nonce oxp
Creztion took 7,000 ycors ond God made o

ppch of 1,000 yoars. kan appearad i ha last stage of crcotion.

t is intcresting to note that most pecple are ignorant of

raditicn.

SO0CIAL CUSTOMS

et . nen have children ot the will of Alloh. ZBirth ho respeonsibility
| CEER)
lxy) of wemen alone.

!, Birth is o tiue of great happiness and rejoicing but a baby boy merits

i) _

grector rojoicing.

pel. Often, if the family can aff: ] = new born baby is fod o piece of
£

fresh buttzr (not rancid) before breast feceding begins. This is custom.




It is thoucht thet unloes the uvelo is removed a child will be

wmable to swollow- Hainece the uvels is remov:

The first cperation mzy toks

taly 7 doys old and could be ropeated for 5

Yomon orc oroscnt ot the time of opersation snd certai
willage are 'gualified' to porform it. The cbservers cre not necessarily
paronts. The child's mouth is ferced cpen ond a cutter (shaped — ')
i ysed to remove the soft flesh. The eustom is not religious.
x mother will only romain in her but
her to regein her strength.
time comes to wean the child (normally at
perhops bocausc the mot
the mother puts some

and tho child stops drinki
injera immodictel;

Young children oare named by thelr parents and/or pricst
informal mecti This namc is equivalent to a "Christion' nom

the Koraon, e¢.g. abde

Hair is shaved frem the heads of childron, particularly if & child of

died. This i: to | nrotection if two

are circumcisazd whnen they ore young by

'those who lknow how ' s custom and hes ne religious slgnificance.




hoys could

[y Nove mer

provent him.
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A ccuple may be

paps i e T
i Lo DOarcnt

al'i'an Suronn

(ii)

1Tl COTLI L D

R - a
oy porontcs.

Merriego and pre-m-ritel srrangemonts are erronged

father of the bey discusscs the cheice of a sultable gir
end normelly sclects & friend's doughter. Ho then sends representative -

toly

Shimogillo (literally Elder)

ks

the e¢hildren are told chout it,




The groom, with & fow closc fricnds - the Miz

goos to h rids heme and roturns with hor. I the bride!

rich the g ponds the wholec night at her homs. I net,
returns to 1 home with the bride end for 5 dayes (or 10
fFamily is woslthy) they remadn in thoe groom's home cadin
availablz., The wodding is consummoted on the
girl i= toe young. I the girl 1s 100 young
he may be punizhed. There is no inspection far
fifth day the groom's father hclds o which is attended
membors of the family circle. This is & big foast
their best wishes to the cou
Migowoch swear to the bdride that thoy will trezt hor 25 brothers
would, as frionds, be as helpful as pessible. Sheuld they fadl

?\L‘ft T_Fﬁ" ?']'_A.JT.?'-[F#-"L \;E'l.-‘im“iu . E" ci-‘b, W:—h’ r'l: rjj “

Lot the prophet annihilote ush,

These fricnds may not murry the girl if she is divorced.
mrriage ceremony is performed by Kedi (fukra or priest) and
ives contribute food
soasible enly if the partners are seperated by at least
scvon goneraticons and have the consent of the fukra.
Marriage presents sre given by the mon only and must include

dollars and o wedding gown. This i al & iage known

and evervthing carned after morriage is cqually divisible between the two

on divorec.
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frecr than women. Frostd ion ies thought vory wreng.

EEcntioal to wosh aftor intercouree, particularly b
misfortune.

Roegidence is mostly patrileoeal execpt in vary raro cascs
)
Mnerente-in-1ow aek thoir eonein-daw

te live with them.

The mon is the undieputzd head of the family bocause he corns most
b Y
of tho family ineccmao, but : an- alse playe on important peart in

hma a

gome decisicns. The husband-wife rclaticnship is one of mutual partnership.

Divorce

M S
- -

Diverce occours } 34t d each cther. Ths
be reconcilliatiens before the finol breck. The ceremony is simple
is conductod by the loeal chief or learned men.
Meslem practice will rocceive nothing ct
the time of divercc. Those merried zceording to Amha ractice will
withdrow all the property thoy have contributed an 've =n equal

ghare of the property sccurad &

8] Purial
i (b) then a person dies he is washed thoroughly to eleansc
Ilviii)
) worldly nature, wrapped in & new cloth and tied by seven siringe
B (xix)
Kalicha's story of 'seven shrouds' cppesrs incerrcet and deos not tolly

with inferpation received from the lecsl hospital).

Fen go to the burial ground and dig the grove. They corry large

stones, roquired for tho grave, to the burial site.
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this circle.
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ig interesting to note that Megadras is an
of a frading group.
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marricd

Ly nereditary,

S0n

rmch

infinence.

I suet be wise and old (at least &5 years). He is cxnected
reconclils quarelling part

perfcrm marriages and divorce

maintad ICaca by diplomatic means

scttle cases of debt

supnort n,-the poar

glve over to the Government neopls who Lorm the society
cooperat® with the Government, =2.g. by sending people

to court when required

local judges are not trueted.
re is no fixed group of elders. Ths soeial structure is very
elder is wise and .-_.:;;:'I‘.“,:'i.'r' old, Heconciliation =bility

e .
man is resnected:

vitlie

eligious acti

ing valuable advice

E':"_H'.f._ ng W A i
for reconciling quarelling partics

ig

expression used for

=3




Leisure (Games)
Lelsure time is very

but the leisure time sctivitiezs inelude:

a) prayer - very important

d} trips - mostly into Bahar Dar
Freviously the pecpls used to play the Kirar ané the Hesenko,
but nowadays only the Kebero (gourd drum) is played There av'e no

professional musicians and the peoople clap out the rhyths an

Converaational topics include:

5 " " - 1
&) whether or not they will have a bad
. % & B 'R 1 5 =
b) whether or net scmeone will have them makc something

¢} whether or not they will be busy the following day

B e) Ralationships with Others
The Waito believe that all men are basically ¢ qual and spring from
a common ordigin, bul sume arc hard working, somc are lazy, some have

They believe themselves to be oppresssd but this is largely a
legacy from the pest. To bz called Vaito is an insult but matarial

ppertunities are very similar for the two groups, i.e0. Amhara and Waitoe.
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Tt is interesting to note that the mesning of Waito in Ge'e

m f

hers began to cat

send reparied ‘?TT]EG' flitﬁrnlly

wallowed'). From this word derived the word 'wo t!-'JM' (Waito) which has

of abuse, althouch the poople themsclves seem proud
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The Italians showed that the Waito were no loss talented then their

-

neightiours and gradually barriers are breaking down. In general Waito-
Moslem Amhora relationships are better than Waite-Christien Amhara

Freviously, no Amhara would enter a Waito homs, let alone
-at or talk with a Waito., Nowadays, however, Amharas - especially
1 L =

travellers - visit some Waito homes and eat with them. The Ambara say

grain is grain'.

Married women must be accompanied by a male relative when attending
a social gathering, but unmarried women are freer. Widows may attend
alonc but fathers and brothers caution them to behave themselves and to
£

family honour.

aintain thear
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Schoole are considered a good thing but medern education requires

expensive equinment.

Waitos do not come from othep communitize to live in Fesilo., All

e

Waite regard each other as brothers

and some leave to live elsevwhere,

¢.g. Fogera, Dembia, Addis Ababa, but this is normally due to the wife's

influence.

If a wife wante to live in snether communi ty with

0 nar

children, the husband will follow rathar than

abanden the children.

Obedience is a great virtuc but in peneral parents are very lax with

their children,

RELIGICH

The religion of the Weito is no different from that of the Moslem

Amhara but the+ worehip in separate mosques because ti

Christian inTluence ig considerable,

There are two types of dream - those of sorrow and thoge of

happiness - and both types are subject to personal interpretation. In

the beginning it was only possible for saints to dream but,

ag the

povwer of Satan grew, it became possible for even evil men to dream.

Sickness, changes in the weather end ssagons, thunder and

lightening are all explained by Allah. Aaything inexplicable is

explained by .llah. Thunder znd lightening indicate his wrath end

the people pray as a storm approachoes. The Kalicha's theories, whilst

ingenicus, are his own and were not collaborated.
[=] ]

If a man i

i

possessed of an evil spirit the people pray for him in

groups but if this has no effect they chain hi

W

m for a few days and finally

give him over to the Governument.
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The community prays to Allah and Mohammed - the prophet who brought

the Koran. They pray for the country's welfare, good rulers, good

health and peace for everyone, ete., ete, Hen and women enly

together in their own homea, Only men pray in the meosque and all

services in the mosque follow the same pattern. The fukra (prizst)

sings various sentencos and the congregation replies. Frayers are

always said, either aloud or silently, facing east.

-]

gether in the mosque and

(=]

Group prayar in which the man pray t
drink coffee prepared by the women, is known as Dua.
The Waito pray five times per day:

a) Maleda - sun rise

b) DBe Simint Se'at - saround 2 o'clock

¢) Be Asrahulet Seat - around & o'clock

d} ZLam Gibi - 'after all the cows arc in' « evening
e¢) Isha - any time during the night

[

The day of rest - Aljumz - is not widely cbserved (Friday). Apart

from Fridays, the Waito celebrate two major holidays:

a) broefa = this is the day 2 months and 10 days after the fasting

period of Ramadan finishes, on which Mecca is believed to be
opanad.

b) Etra - this is the day on which the fasting periocd of damedan

finishes (30 days of fasting).

L, e feast of Arefa is very similar to the Ethiopian holiday on the
Iix)
;|

Woew) Sunday after Baster Sundey. Meat and

chicken are caten on feast days and

much is drunk. Their religion forbids them to ecab:

% -

a) mnaturally dead meat
b) snakes

¢) any flying birds cxecpt Frenkolin and Guinea Fowl



Children are not formally taught the Koran although they may
i:'
Wili)attend the Moslem Hall in Behar Dar and learn informally. To learn
i)
' much they must travel about learring from learncd men.

Th: mesques are built by the men of the village. Tach contributes
matorial and labour.

The people drink coffee in the mosque once during the morning and

coffee is prepered by a different family cach day. This is arranged

et

hrough an institution known as Tertib., Lots are drawn each day ang
the family drawn mekes the coffee; their name is then withdrawn from
the draw until the cycle is completed.

Afterncen coffee is prepared by any family which has coffce.
People are called to the mosque for a social gaticring and afterwards
they thenk the family who provided the coffce - Allah Yistilin - and
return to their respective jobe,

The Waito have no quack doctors and use no herbs or drugs apart
{xiii)from tchat. When ill they are in the hands of Allch alone. Sometimes,

however, they may visit a doctor of reputation if they want.

D, BCONCMICS
T, The Waito used to trade by barter. Mowadays, however, all is based
Miviii)

llaviii)on a2 cosh economy. They trade corn and wufchos with the neighbouring
i)

breii) commmities of Dembia, Fogera, Gorgorra, etc., carrying zs msny as 80
{iv)

wafchos in a single tankwa. Waut they buy for 21.50 in Bahor Dar they

can sell for B3%.50 or Z.00 in other communitics.

once during the afternocon. These are fellowship meetings and the morning
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The Waito are not taxed and on average nrobably earn about B1 per
dar. but =2 stoncworker employsd by the Government enrns g2 per day.

Contrzets are signed when the partiss concerned do not trust each
other "1%p e TF 9 Y7 h,éﬂ h

Paymont takes two forms - monotary and labour. Wobera or Lobiz is
fi1)
B¥7) an inztitution by whieh a man with a great deal of work to do acquires
the help of his friends in order to complcte tho Job in & shorter time.
The men for whem the work is done must provide at least one neal and he
pust repay his friends in kind.

The Waito work about B hours per day.
ilvi)
ix) Children begin to loarn to make baskets, wufchos, ete, at about
seven years of aze. A girl can learn to makc baskets in about onc year

but & boy may take seven years to make wuifchos and build tankuas as

BErviii)well as Lis instructor, The time required veries greatly wita tas
ability of the child. A boy roaches manhood when he ean support himself.
The prevention of hippo' hunting hos decreased the wealth of thc

Waito since previously they could eat the meat and use the skin for
meking whips and horses' bits to sell.

Eiliv) Although meny Waito communitics do own land the Fasilo community

do not, probably bacause they preferred to live near the town. HNine
residents, however, do own land, but they have not collectod their deeds
and, since thoy threatened to sell the 1land, the CGoverncr stopped
igsuing land to the Weito. This is contrary te what the Waito say,

although the plots are not used. OUnly small plots within the village

are cultivated.




If a man cannot work because of his sickness his femily will tike

i)

B care of him. If they or other rclatives cannot help, the whole Waito

gommuni t food te focd themaelves

will Help. Feople with insulfficient

are fod by fricnds. emily will fecd

a mon for 2-3 davs bub after

this he gocs te another home. In general, lending and borrowing is
frequent, frec and casy.

Apart from basketry, coarving, tankws building and mascary, obtc. oneo
man in the villapge had lesrnt to wiave =hommo, although he rearely
practiscd the craft.

About four youn actory. Herc therc
i certainly no discrimination zgainst them and mere people want to
their tonkwas, ther

ey had considered improviog

Balsnd il ade T
ASHQC WIlCLouaeDl U

gaid 'Dengal is dongel. WYWe cannot improve it'. They have an imitative

spirit and hats deviaticns from the practices of thair forefathers. The
Weito believe that modern innovetions, such as powered boats on the lake

ant metibers ol other communities lzarning

faito crafts, hove rob
them of much trade, ferrying, etc., which wore previously Waite
monopolics.

Chickens ccst ~ 70c. sach.

An old cow ~ £15 with 2 85 return cn the hide.

A pood oxen -~» §100.

but difforences are small and there appears to be ne single rich man in

the village.

There is a difference in the wealth of the individusls in the village




ere are only four men litorate in Amharic in the village.

i)

literate in Arabic.

Kalicha is

During the day time is determined by the length of one's shadow
i)and the position of the sun. On clowdy davs the time is lmown by
ix)

iWexperience. The time at night is determined by the braying of asses and

the crowing of cocks. :n asz brays before 2 cock evows ~nd the cock
suppogaed to crow once about midnight, once shout 3 o'cloel in the
morning and once at about 6 o'clock in the morning.

The day is divided into six parts and appointments arranged accord-
ingly:

Meleda = very carly morning

Dera Karafad - obout 10 a.m.

Ry =

L W S T R e

Kan Ueul - midday

<+ A

Zuhur - about 2 p.m.

Agsa - about % p.m.

o AN

Mercreb - sunsct

Thesc times are detormined by expuricnce and are associated with
the position of the sun, although the cotton factory hooter is used to
determine time accuratoly. Ethiopian time is used sxclusively. This is
six hours behind normal time beginning at 6 a.m. - i.e. supposedly
sunrige. Ithiopian dating is also largely used.

The time of geing to bed depends on the individual, Some stay awake
and pray & good part of the nmight. OCthcrs go to bed early and others

(S04 §E

Ly

may pray for twe heurs. Children, however, goto bed very early and rise

. Most zdults rise at sunrise.

A
h

little leter than their parent




Although the Waito use

Distance is measursd in several different ways:

cales they have no standard

a stride, e¢lbow or hand's span
a chimel - this is a long wooden bar about threc to four clbows
mechangna - this is a long length of skin measuring many clbows

kedema - this is the traditional mcasure of distance. It is
the distance for which a ploughmon would plough a furrow before
(=~ %0 yards) and is determined by experionce. It devends on
the optimum timec and distance for which cxen will pull the
plough bafore they nced a change.

the metre iz slowly being introduced

The Waito have a very limited concept of Ethiopia and have not

heard of Africa.

Many Waito can swim. There are two strokes.




BIOLOGICAL /ORK

The Waito commmity lived by fishing in the lake, by making baskets

from loeally gathered reeds, and by working stone gatherad in the

surrounding countryside., Their raw m:turials in all aspects of their
=]

daily life wers derived almost exclusively from their environment, to
build their houses of, to make bhos=ts with, to eat and as n main source
of revenue by selling. They lived very much as one with their surround-
ings out of necessity and lack of choice,

The aim of the expedition was to make a8 complete a gtudy of the
community as possible and ths various biological aspects intimated above
formed an important basis for the more direct enguiries into the moeial
structures and habits of the community. Basiecaelly this was a study of
the environment itself wherens the other studies were more an
investigation into the effeots of the environment on the people, In
this respect the work could be divided into two parts, [irst the

zoological environment and secondly thz botamieal one ore looked at,

Z00LOGY

Thiz consisted of o study of the ways in whiech animals affected
the community and secondly, mcre or less the way in which the
community affocted the animals, mainly the fish. Thus the results are
compounded as follows:
2) Animals snd the Woito - an investigation into the zoologienl

natural hiastory of the aren as far as it concerned the livesz of

the Waite pecple,




b) Fishing m thods and fish - = systematic investigation into the

most important of the activitics of the Waito.

BOTANY

This part of the work was centred on n survey made of the

vegetation in the village. This was considsered in two ngpacts,

a) A study of plant populetions in a partisulsr area by means of

metre squire transect survey.

b) A survey of the crops grown by the people - their distribution

and quantity,

Botanicnl work was completed by 2 study of the wild plants used b
¥ ¥

the people for a variety of purposes.

In addition to these results set out below, n series of appendices
have been drawn up ns follows:

i) Local animal nomes

i

Local bird nemes

-

i
iii) Loecnl plant names

iv) List of birds seen and identified during the pericd of the

sntalogues of the small inscet end plant colloctions mnda,




ANIMALS AND THE WAITOC

1.

During the period of ocur stay the animale affecting the life of

the Waito were studied in some detail. As the period of our stay was
short, the information about a lot of the animals concerned had to be
obtained by questioning of the villagers due to their relative rarity.
In this respect, the usual technique of putting the same questions
independently to different pecple was used. Observation was involved
a good deal, however, and it was very useful in this respect to note
the animals which affected us in camp life, living as we were in close
proximity to the village.

The results are given below under a series of headings as follows:

The Hippopotamus - dealt with separately due to the great

influence of these animals on Waite culture and way of life

Domestic Animals - including results of counts made

Scavengers - domestic and wild

Fredators - on man, his stock, crops, etc.

Food Animals - domestic and wild

Animals prized for their sldns - domestic and wild

Competitors - mainly fish-eaters
Insects:

a) Disease vectors

b) Domestic flies

¢) Other house pests

d) Ectoparasites

Results of a study of fish are given clsewhere.




il The Hippopotamus

Amharic - Goumari

The hippopotamus is the animal of the Waito, playing a leading role
in their limited folklore. The hunting of these beasts used to be
the prerogative of these people around Lake Tana and although this
was banned by government legislation soon after the expulaion of the
Italians thirty years ago, we heard so much sbout the hippopotamus
during our stay of only six weeks with the people that ita-prime
importance cannot be ignored.

The hippopotamus used to occur in great herds in Loke Tans and the
adjoining Blue Nile, feeding on the etill plentiful agquatic and
peripheral wvegetation. Nowadays, however, they are much reduced in
numbers although still quite plentiful in places in the Blue Nile
(especially below the Tches- Abbai falls) and in Lake Tana itself around
the source of this river. Occasional specimens and small groups still

occur glsewhers in the lake from time to time. In connection with this,

we were told that the animals occurring in the lake were dangerous and
attrcked boats whercas those found in the Nile were not s0, being
relatively approachable and observable. As an illustration of the
former crse, we were told of 2 particular beast which inhabited the
lake opposite Bshor Dar 'recently' that terrorised travellers for a
long time, If these tales are true they are perhaps explieable by

the fact that the isolated animals found in the lanke nre either small
'break-away' herds or rogues driven out of their herds because of their
age or weakness and turning therefors to attzcking man, or for that
matter anything that crosses their path (ef. similar phenomena in the

elephant or African buifalo).
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As previously stated, ths hunting of the hippopotamus was stopped

by government order many years ngo, but we were absl to talk with old

men in the Waito village who had actually hunted the "Tgoumari' in their

youth., These hunts, they told us, were alwnys carried out on land

although o particul~r area for hunting might be remched by use of

their reed boats. Hunting wns dons at night and the beasts were

stalked and then surprised and killed.

Men did not hunt alone as a

group was essential to kill the animals. The weapons used apparently

changed with time. In earlicst times, we were told, the TOR was

used. This was an ordinary spear. After this a sort of barbed

harpoon or FILATA was employed and most recently TEBENYA or guns were

used. None of these wenpons were they able to show us becruse, thay

seid, all weapons had been confiscnted by the govermment and one must

assume that after thirty years they no longer exist. Lastly, on the
subject of hunting, there was one very old man who told us that in his
youth they idolised a certain man who had killed over thirty hippopotami.
This was the only hero they aver spcke of and from this ona must assume
that killing the hippopotamus was never an everyday thing and always a
Bpec¢iel event,

Connected with the hunting of the hippo, we were told of two peculiar
social rules that used to cxist. The first wes that until a young man
had killed, or presumably played a major pert in the killing of, a
hippopotamus, he was not allowed to mArry. This fact was given to ua
at different times by different people and was presumably the mnjor
factor governing sccinl structure in the Weito. The segond rule wog

that until a man had killed = hippopotamus he could not put butter on

his head, n practice still persisting, believed to make one clever.
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48 well nos the social function the killing of the 'goumari' served

there was also a practical one. The hides wWere used in making lesther

and the Waito fashioned this into whips or ALENGA and horse or mule

bits or YEFTRISINA YEBEXTLO ZAT, The Waito, we were told, became

famous for their 'alenga', which, they said, wag 20 ealled boeause
in historienl times the Waito had lived in % pleeces in Egypt eanlled
ileng prior to moving South to Loks Tana, In zoddition to these
muufactures, the Waito alsoc ate flesh of the hippopotamus,

Thelr assoeiation with the hippopotamus, however, brought onc graat
disadvantage which porsists to the present day. Their eating of the
flesh of the hippo wes regnrded by their neighbours, the Amhara, ns
unclean and despierble and for this reason the Waito were and still
are diseriminated against.

Thus the hippopotamus must be regarded as a real if unscen force on
the lives of the Woito amd is, or was, directly or indirectly one of
the major factors in maintaining the individuality and isolation of

this emall tribe of people right up to the prosent day,

2. Domestic Animals

The Waito wnlike thoir neighbours the Amhars, h-ve no cattle, goats,
sheep or any domestic animals apart from chickens, dogs and a single ent,
Mzat is bought or absent from their diet, being largely replaced by
fish (except for very occnsieonal supplementation with wild game),

A count of chickcns was made in the Waito village and it wos found
that only a relatively small proportion of ths families owned chickens.

Of the Waito huts, only eleven owned chickens as for as could be




dotermined (some roticence being met with during enguirices due to
people being unwilling to disclose their wezlth = ususlly measursd by
ownership of chickens). Of these eleven, the least number owned by
eny one hut woe ong nnd the most gix, nlthough this figure moy be
abnormnlly high dus to the practice of allowing the birds to wander

at will and the closz proximity of ndiacent huts, making the ascribing
of any one chicken to any one hut very diffieult. The total number of
chickens owned by the Waito was twenty-eight., As a general rule these
chickens were thin, scrazey birds bearing little or no resemblance to
modern European stock and reminding one of the nnceatral jungle fowl
stock.

Doga are fow in the village and most bore some resemblance to the
typical African (some say typical Ethiopian) basenji stock. Three
houses ownad dogs, one having in fact two, the total numbir being four,

On top of these animale owned by the Waito the chief, Negadras
Mogas Koscengne, owned a remarkably fet nnd doeile ginger toment, usually
kept on 2 load. We were told thet other cnts, 2lthough much prized
gimply for their rt catching ability, were just not evailable. A4ll
eats seen in the arca were therefore well looked after nnd carefully

watched.

3. Scavengers

Scavengers are common in the Waito villege duc to the grect nmount

of waste (fish heads, offal, ete,) left just lying around in the grass.

The most common scavengar wos undoubtedly the domestic dog, these

baing generally undernourished and usunlly net purposefully fed at all.
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They were numsrous in the village (owned largely by Amharns - see above)

and universzlly afraid of mon - araiged erm sending them running.

Hext one must consider the rats. Judging by their numbers nnd

from whot we were told, thess must be considersd the most important

wild animnl apart from the fish affeeting the Waito to their knowledge

(setting ~side discnse—carrying flies and other insects whose effects

they do not relate to the animal conccrned). Hats are in every house

end occur everywhere in the village. Asked about their depradations,

one of the men said, "Ah, we eat together". They are combatted usging
eteel traps of the conventionnl '"breakbeck' type which it is possible

buy in the town. However, thay sy, these catch only one o night and

ave no nactual eradiecating effeet, Cats, probably the most efficacious
anti-rot device, are apparently not available. Asked if they knew
whaere the rats camec from, the Waito said, "Allah ercates them out of
the ground” - an nllusion no doubt to their subterrancan diurnal hobit.
Ample cover and vegetation exists for rats to breed more or less
ummolaested,

Uther scavengers worc nemed as a type of wild eat known as the

s

ANER, probably sither Felis lybicz or F. serval, and the ABTRO, wither

e jeckal {'T'hr.-- 5pp.) or ~ fox, possibly Otocyon. Both aner and kabearo
turned their attentions to our camp rubbish tip ot onc time or another
during our six-wock stay.

Hyaenas nre common all round the village of Fasilo (probrbly

Crocuta crocuta) and were scen an:

heard around the comp on many
oceasions. This wes in faoct just outeide the main nrea of habitation

and we were told that they did not come into the village propaer, being '




gfraid of men. Any rubbish left in the woods ~round the village no
doubt received the attention of these 'DJIEBS!,

Birds nlso nct as scavengers to a large extent and vultures must be
onc of the commonest birds in the asren. These nrc almost all hooded

vulturece (Necrocyrtes monachus) although one or two white-headed

valtures (Trigonoceps oceipitalis) werc scen. These birds ~re attracted

to any dead materinl, especinally where an onimal has boen killed and
perhops cut up. They were often scen in large numbers round a particular
attrection,

Other birds acted ns seavengers on s smaller seala. Attracted to
eed meat were crows, those scen including the picd erow (Corvus albus)

he Cape rook (C. caponsis), Smaller binds are a menaca, oating

o

and
grain end similer produce left out in the sun to dry. The main culprits
in this respect are the weaver birds. The weaver birds scen included

the black-headed weaver (Floccus cucullatus), Speke's weaver (P. spekei )

and a black weaver of some sort. Fire-finches =lso did a lot of harm

omd the one present herc is thce red-billed fire-finch (Legonostriata

suneﬁgla}. The grey-headed sparrow (Pzsser griseus) is also o past of

like sort.
Other vertebratos de no doubt act 2s scavengers in the village from

time to time, but the above are tho major oncs (for insects see elsewhcre).

Preduators

The predators the Waito are conccrned with may be conveniently
-

divided into two. First, those which nre a danger tc the people

themselves and sccondly thos. which ~re predetors on their stock, in this
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gase phickens,
0f the first, there apnenr to be few that the psople are the
lesst concerncd nbout, However, one may consider those animals

sceurring locally which are potontially dangorous.

The hippopotomus (Hippopotamus amphibiug) is feared by the pecple
m‘i iE t.-!-_"'llt wi :,h ':lﬂ--:.'n.rhl..ft'-.‘,.

The crocodile (Crocodilus niloticus) is common in the nearby

Flue File where it is reputed to recch remarkably lmrge dimensions.
They are not, howsver, feared by the people as, they say, they are
only dangerous whon provoked.

Surprisingly enough both lion (Felis lso) and leoprd (F. pardus)

were mentioned when some of the o0ld men were asked about dangerous

animols and toese, it wea later explained, hed been found in the aron

in their youth (zlthough lcopard still occurs very ccensionally). None

of the younger men could remcmber either of these animnls having occurred.
Sneskeés, although common, in and arcund the village, are not fearcd

by the people although they are always killed regardlcas of sizc

(specimens of from six inchee to six foot having been retricved from

the woods ), Dangzercus snnkcs such as cobras, mambas, and vipers are

gupposed to ogcur in the aren but none werc seen ind Are reputedly only

numerous in the dry scason. None of those asked could roeall n single

serious bite. Pythons (Python sebae) are commen but again nre regarded

ps complotely hormloss,

Inszctes ore in no woy feored and are not considered harmful er

connected with any bad effccts.




Lastly in this group of animals they consider, somcwhat surprisingly,
that hyeenns ~re dangerous to man, This moy be correlated with storics
wo heard in Addis Ababa of hy~cnos prcking together when food was
scerce ~nd ottecking guards.

Of the predotors on the demestic chickens, five were mentioned

during periods of questioning on the subject. The first of these

wes the fox (sce notes above) and the sccond the wild ent. In addition

to thesc, the civet (Civettictis civetta), and gonot {gjﬁutbl SpP. )

and the mongoose (Hcrpestes ichneumon) wers mentioned as oceasionnl

pests on th. chickens, although the first two probably reprecsent tho
commonest of the chicken-eaters.

Hasks, rnts, snokes nnd dogs are nll very common in the vicinity
and must undoubtedly teke their toll of the communitics' chickens

although nuver specifically mentioned as such.

Food Animals

(NOT including fish - see clsewhcore)

Again this group of animnls mny be subdivided into
wild.,
a] DOM ETIC - as previously mentioned, the only
owned by the Waito are chickens and thesc they eat ocensionally

as woell ms using or sclling the egegs, Hent is usually bought

(often communally) nd mey be beef, mutton, goat but not of
course pork (this being 2gninst both local Christinn nnd Muslim

¢thies).




‘.'1:] WILD - wild andmels apporently form a vory occnsionnl nddition

to the ment dict of the peoplc. The most common apecisa here

involved are the guinen fowl and francolin {Z’Jumid." melergris

and Prancolinus spp. rospectively). These are the only flying

birds their religion permits them to et end they cven howe
snnores which they set for them. Hunting of theose is, however,
now under government restriction. Unlike thoir neighbours, the
Amhnrag, they ent neither ducks oor gecse.

Of the wild mrmmals they eot, they mention the various kinds

of decr and ontelopa found in the forasat cround the lake. These

ineclude the duikcr (Silvieapra grimmia), rosdbuck {H;dunch

redunca ), bushbuck (Tragslophus spriutqg) and water buck

(Kobus defarsa). HNo speeinl mothod of hunting is usad ond the

animals ore mercly chosed whenavor thoy are mot with, They may
be killed with stoncs or sticks or any othsr nvnilable wenpon,

Bushpigs (Potomochorus porcus) do cceur in the aren but

ara not oaten for relicious rensons by eithuer Wnito or Amhora.

Animals Prized for their Skine

Skine are widely used for o varisty of puraoses in the village, froo
covering the 'kebero! drum, to elothes, to floor coverings. Thosz in
almost universal use ore those of domestiec animale simply dricd and
complotely uncured. The mest common of these nre those of cows, with

sheep 2nd goats also in uss. They do howover prize probebly more the

skins of wild animals, =nd when asked about this, the people told us




that they voluod especially thse hides of duiksr, reedbuck and water

buck {‘.’Lnd progumably also bushbuck), These nre, howsver, few and

far hotween, On one acosgion nlao vere told of n valua attachad

$0 the skins of porcupines (Hystrix cristaita). If cought, the spines

pf these benste ~re used to make a kind of emell aspear, The gking
of smalle: onimnls killed, such as monkey, wild cot, civet, genet, ete.

would probably be taken but are not paerticularly prized in any way,

Ieke Tona, aos well as providing the modn source of protein in
the form of fish for tha Wnito, alsc does the seme for = large number
0f the wvertebratss the l-oke supports nn cnormous
hirds, The food of thesc iz brgicelly drown from the
vaet numbers of froga and figh fry, a8 well na fish thomsclves,

abounding in the laka,

Vhite-nocized cormorants EI"h-‘-.'l VEOCOTRX cn'r’t_:_ﬂ_] nd long-toiled

cormorants (P. africanus) were common ~mong the solely fish-caters, as

was the African sco-engle (Cuncuma vocifer). The derter was aleo scen

Herons, storks, ibises, ezrets
and rolated forms were very frequent and no doubt accounted for meny
young or small fish., The following specics were seend

Black-headed horon (Ardi= Mulanoeaphala) - viry common cverywhere

Coliath haven (A, _,9_:_1_1__1'_'31:_':‘_]) - two scen in roed bods
Little bittern (Ixobrychus minutus) - ¢lusive - onc brought into comp

Gront white cgret (Casmerobius zlbus) - few nlways prasent




Yellow=-billed egret (Mcsophoyx intermedius ) - common

Saddle-billed stork (Ephippiorhynchus scnegaluneis) - frequently scen

White stork (Ceconii ceconia) - one scen

e

Woolly-necked stork (Dissourn episconus) - one Bcon in water-meadow

Open-billed :

o
=t

tork (Anns

Omus 1",[:‘1.,11i.:‘.’..1'1.|.;-:} - extroemely common

Hammerkop (Scopus umbretta) - common - usunlly seon singly.

Sacred ibis (Threskiornis wethiopicus) - common - usually with cgrets

Kinafishors were numerous wnd the smnll Pied kingfisher was ons of

the commonust of all the birds in the azen (Corylc rudis). Othor

species wore present, but the only one identifisble w2s the plegmy

Xingfisher (Ispidinn picta) which was also common.

Othar Fish-zating vortebratoes yore otters ~rd crocodiles. OFf the

otters, nonu were seen, and the locals recognised neither drawings nor

deseriptions, Two specics are howover suppoged to oceur, the common

African Lutra mnculicollis =nd the cndemic clawless otter (donyx caponsis).

Otters of any sort would no doubt nccount for largs numbers of fish,

Crocediles were common only in the Blue Nil., but ns fishing was

frequont thero thoy would be gquite an importont compatitor with the
fishermen,

A study of l-rge invertebrotes which would ent fish-fry such ns

dytiseids “nd nepids wes not made.




Insects (and other Invertebrates)

Tw
el

the

ot

the country, heowever, they are not so conepicuously abundant s in the
lowland, This may well be one of the contributary factors which has
helped the W.H.0. maleria control scheme to such an extent that thay

have declared Ethicpia, to all intents and

As in every other tropical counisy, Ethioria abounds in insects.

e regions of high altitude, which meke up 2 laree proportion of
i | & : ] | E & &
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purposes, free of malaria.

The mosquitoes hawever still exist in considerable nunbers! The

insects invelved in this study leid out as Eiven in the introduction

represent but 4 poor survey of the insects of econonic importance in

region due to the short time available for the study and the

inefficiency of the sampling methods involved.

Discase Vectors

The insects involved primarily in this category were mosguitoes,
and the information given below is based on a little first hand
information, but mainly on details given to us by the local doctor,
Dr. Schauffele, who was most helpful in this respect. Malarial

type mosquitoes etill ocour in the arca being various species of

fnopheles, although the digsease itself is very uncommon in the

area. The elephantiasis mosquite, Culex fatigans, does alsoc occur
in the area although, apparently, it does not bear the parasites.
The numerous cases of elephantiasis seen in the region were, sS¢ we
were told, brought in and did not originate locally. We never
actually caught Culex fatigans, but did meet the closely related

species C. arteanatus, one of the other gpecies which some writers

-
=t
1}
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ve suggested is involved in the transference of = type of cattle

l.-]""']’J-&*'I osomiasisg.




Fleas were one of the insects one was most noticeably c¢onscious

of in the village although the locals, having becotie accustomed to

them, do not find them more than a mild irritatien. We who were not
£0 accustomed found them by far the most feared of all the local
fauna. Quite apart from this irritating property, however, they
arc poiential disease vectors, some having been shown to transmit

.

bubonie plague and others murine typhus. In beth these cases,

rodent pests are also involved ond there was certainly no shortage
of those in the Waito villapge.

Bed-bugs {Egggg_ﬁgwinLaqHE} wers also common in the village and,
although their bites are less of a nuisance than those of fleas, they

have been shown teo be capable of transmitting a variety of diseases.
I [ A

Human lige r:l’ﬂdi_ﬂl'.ll"_]ﬁ humanus) were, we were told, in every

household, although we ourselves never encountered them. These are
the prineipal vectors of typhus and louse born relapsing fever,

both of which, Dr. Schauffele assured us, were common in the area.

A variety of insecte made themselves felt by their ability to
bite, while not in fact being disease vectors. These included many

mosquitoes of all types, ineluding such goenera as Culex, Aedes

and Anopheles. Other biting flies consisted of a variety of types,

some of the more noticeable belonging to the families Ceratopogonidae
and Tabanidae. Other biting insects noticed included various Kabid
bugs. Ants of many sorts were very common and no doubt occasionally

=]

bit man.




The human leach was a commeon animal and we once had to remove
some from the leg of a child. These were probably some species of

Hirudo, perhaps the same as the ITuropean H. medinensis.

No ticks or spiders or any other srachnids likely to bite
were noticed and no mention of then was made.

Domestic f'lies

Domestic flies were overywhere abundant, on food, on utensils,
and, all too often, on cuts, scres or other open wounds. Flies
are always a great danger to public health and their mere presence
makes food and the like a danger to hcalth. They ara able to
spread infections from one place to another with amazing efficiency
and may be one of the main factors causing outbreaks of, for
gxample, Pepsis.

Cther fliecs actually invade tissues and cause & condition

known s mylasis in which tha egges are laid in the skin of the
patient and the resulting larvae feed on the flesh. These often
enter wounds and damagcd tissue cf people of low hygenic standards,
such as the Waito. Most of these are primarily pests of domestic
animals, but in primitive conditions often attack man. A more or
less random collection of the most atundant flies seen in the

I
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notorious for producing myiasis, the blow Ilies. The specics wa

Plaplioptmmet itk et

encountered were Lucilia cuprina and Iwo species of Chry

namely C. marginalis and U, chloropyga. Other [lies encounterecd

entering this category were Husca sorbens, Thelaira actcoplani,

Limonia sp., Diopsis thoracica and Chrysops ciliaris pusillola.

lage was made and this incl 1uded several examples of the flies most
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muet, however, be remembered that these represent but a small

proportion of the vast numbers of types of flies seen in the area.

The fly population of the Waite village alone must have numbered

M-

many millions while the neighbouring forest represents am infin

=
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te

reservoir ponulation.

thor Housshold Peste

Thi=s catepeory is here ereeted to inelude the quite large number
nf insecte that share thelr habdtation with the IJI':“:'_Il}lr_". Cur _'_-';.;—:_;1-'_1;.1_&_'1:
of these consiet meinly of those species we encountered in the camp
and their relevance ?ﬁpcﬁdE &n the assumptien that, living as we were

in close proximity to the village the insects we encountered would

()

represent the types most commonly found in the Waite huts.

Of the cockroaches, the most common was the ubiquitous

Blatella germanica, although we also found a species ol Deropeltis,

a much larger insect some twe inches long.
Crickeis were well represented, three species being encountered,

Homeogryllus sp., Gryllus sp., and Acheta sp. Earwigs, a common

co-habitor of Furopean homes, were not at all common, only two

examples being seen during cur stay, Labidura riparia and

The sbove were the only regularly found domestic insects apart
from flies and ectoparasites and such casual inhabitants a= the

vast concourse of moths attracted to any light exhibited,

This category hes been more or less covered in the notes on

discase vectors. It consists almost sclely of the aforementioned fleas,




bed~buge and lice and occcasionally, we wer-e told, ticks. It was
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unfortunately impossible to ident.fy the fleas concernad, as the

emall collection of them mode was loet in transit back to London.

the various
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Before concluding this section, one mus
species of {ermites and other structural pests seen in the area whici
from time to time must affect the people by their ravages. Similarly,
there must be & large categery of insects which feed upon the meagre
¢rops of the Waito (although maize, their main crop, is remarkably

L eyt Sl NN T et SR S : :
free of pests) which time prevented us from investigating further.




I0CAL ANTMAL NAMES

Hare

Rat
Forcupine
Dog
dackal (feoc?)
Hraena

Cat

Leopard

Lion

Wild Cat (serval?)
Mongoose

Givet

" N
Genet

Danlcey

Horse

Mule

Bush pig
Hipropotamus
Buffalo
Bushbuelk:

Cow

D’li:i:rfL'}?'

Geat

'I-',.ur' I

Crocodile
Monitor
Python
csnake

Lesch

Crahb
Butterfly
Caterpillar
acarab bestle
water bug

L"' ].‘}'E\_ I'.l'_'.J'_"

AFFIENDIX 1

Yush
Kabero

Diibb

Dimmat

Hebrr

Anbessa

bner

Faro

Tirdin
Muchill-chilla

Ayia
Ferass
Baccalau
Azama
Goumari
Gosh
Doukoula
Lam
dakwo
Feyell
Burre
Blug

r -~
Defarsa

"
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Azzo

T LETT
HI J S0
LE1N00
lbah

Alelk't

Tefer mit-mat
Brra brreoct
Abba ﬂha;ari

1o
Rl'imbors

Fourr+
Sharareet

o




APPENDTX IT

I0CAY. BIRD NAMES

fieh eagle rulinko

Goose e

Dl Daki e
Heron Ibabwateh (literally 'snake-eater')
Kngficher fnlkroteliake (Asawateh - 'fish-pater!)

Frankolin Koark
Guinea fowl Diigra
Love Houds
Hornbill Urcoomb
Oxpecker Arache
Weaver bird Warabe

-

Firefinch Dimbact
o

Yultures T'"imbamora

Hh'n'.l: Teh'taat

AFFENDIA 111

EBucalyptus Bahr zaf
Papyrus Dengel

Falm Selen

Pepper Sorbare
Maize Machilla
Cabbage Gomman
Gourd Kolno
'"Clover! Wadema

N.B. Various other plomt names were given to us, but our ignorance
as regards their English names makes their reproduction meaningless.



APPENDIX IV

i T IR e s R T
INSECTA - LIST OF SFECIES CCLLECTED FROM BANAR DAR

The list ennumerated bolow is 1 wrgely complets, although up

to press it has not been posgible to identify the Collembola, Isoptera

or some of the families of Coleopteras collected, Identifications given
below are as detailed as the stage ol the insect collected or the

completeness of the British Museumn collection would allow,

0, CDONATA

drithemis donaldseni donaldsoni., Calvert.

Orthetrum ap.

Labidura riparia (Pzllas)

Labia minor (1)

0. ZIBIOTTERA

Lmola S5h.

C. DICTYOPTERA

& =l

Derep=ltie sp.

Elatella gormanics (L)

Cxypilus =p.

Compeotheapiz s,

Elaea sp.

Cooypdlus Tannulatus. Serv.

Elaca Tmerchali (Coci.)
0. ORTHCFTERA

Homosogryllus sp.

Gryllus sp.

Acheta sp,

-~y ]
voryphosime sp.7%




¢, ORTHOPTERA (cont.)
hcrida sp.

Acanthacris ruficornis lineate. Stell.

Diplokys falln

Scotinofara fibulata Germ.
Eysarcoris inconspicuus H. Sch.
Pelegorguclla ventralis Gorm.
liyla =p.

Clotus &p.

Spilostethurs amaenus Bol.

o. Pandurus Scop.
Melanocoryphus amaenulatus (Terst.)
Rhyparothesus atomarius Dist.
Seantius clavimanus Fabr.

3. Caraboides Bergr.
Fhysatocheila? sp,

Pirates lugubris Stal.
Paraplynus lugubris Stal.
Ectomocoris maculicrus Fairm.
E. signoreti Leth., + Sem.
Uncocephalus sp.

Menacgcarus atratus Dist.

Aethus indicus Westw.
Cryptacrus comes ver. Rufopictus Walk.

Myrmoplasta potteri Martin.

i = RT3
Laccotrephes fabricii Stal.

L. steindachnoeri
Locris
Hilda ap.

Poophilug prisescens Schaum.




0, TRICHOLTERA
Amphipsyche senegnlensis., (Blauer)
0. LEPIDCETERA

Danaus chrysippus L. ssp. Acgyptus Shreb, f. Alcipides Mre.

n R CPALY Taksics el
Cyligranma latona Cramer.

I‘-l:fl_‘.-hi'].'..":". cson Cramer,
H., Celerio L.

Cll

tus. Becker.

lnear uniflava. Risdel.
Chircnomus calipterus. Kieffer.

laematopota ebyssinica. Surcony.

Thaleire actopland,

i PO, T ety i
WA YVEOMYa MEl I

Muszca sorbens. Weid.

Chrysops cvilioris pusillola. Austen.

Diopais thoracica. West.

e i R R i
e fhd il ifal Al
Camponotus (Tandemyrmix) compressus thoracicos Fabr.

C., (Orthonotomyrmix) sericeus Fabr.
fnomma nigricanus 111,

Ctenople-tra fuscipes Fricse.
Ceratina sp,

Enicospllus sp.

Fam. Buprestidne

Chalcogenia suturalis Kerr. ab. Unicolo

H
H
e ]
H
e

Fam. Blateridac
Cardiophorus gagatnos Cand.
Fam. Lamp—ridae
Taciola (7)) linearis Gerst.
Luciola =p.
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. COLECTFTERA (cont.)

Fam. Telephoridas

aeledine deustus Rehao.

Fam. Hostrychidas

ol

Lyloperthodes nitidipennis Murray.
Far.

Papm,
Aplochrus
h, sumpt

Ehasus Zon

dedybius nr. fermosus Hehe.

Tenebrionidae
Cossyphus sp.
Sceleron Orientale F.
hdegmia abysaind Rehe

ephaluris griseovittatus Crid.
Opatrinus spp (2 spp.

Cylindrothorax nr. strangulata Geist.
Zonitoderma collaris Cast.

Decapotoha ap.
Eplcauta korvalerl Lasz.

Anthicidae
Formicomus nr., pagioni Fie.

Cerambicidae
Nupserha strigicollis Fairm. ssp. Harrarcnsis Brevn.

Curculionidae

Gasteroclisus rhomboidalis (Bch.)
Alcidodes nacmopterus (Boh.)
Hypera sp. 7variabilis (Hbst.)
Mesolocurus sp.

Hemato cerus sp.7
Gratitude must be expressed to the Deputy Keeper and his stafy
f tha BEritish Musaum (Matural Hist 1...} Dapartment of Entomolo
.-'t. p}l'r.l' LI"'.tl._-Il HUuSsacum L.J- I.I.-L'ulll al Hl1s D—_;\’ 7 —‘I;-'a— Ment L L LU ET‘

'

without whose help this list could never have been compiled.




FISHING

The "Waito Fishermen" is the usual anthropological description
*0f the pecple we studied at Fasilo on the banks of Lake Tana.

Fishing is the besis of their life end their basic food item.

Fishing as an occupation, with its associated labour of reed=boat
(taniom) building, is not now, as formerly, the sole occupation of

the Waito, being supplemented by stone masonry and basketry. However,
gven now fishing is the only really respectable cccupation and is

the prerogative of the adult males of the villaege. The neighbouring
dmharas have now begun fishing and boat-building much to the annoyance
of the Waito, who nevertheless claim superiority in the art, as they
regard it. Many fishing techniques are employed = designed to catch
fish at all times in all situations (Bee later). Scme of these
methods eare new, including use of bought lines and hooks, similarly
nets are now made from bought cotton thread. The age-pld fish=-trap
methels however persist, TFishing is carried out from boat, shore

and shnllows in both leke and river. Different communities of Waito
enploy different methods to different extents.

The techniques involved in etudy of the Tishing are perhaps best

explained as containing three sections, as follows:

i) Questioning of fishermen on general topics involving opinions
rather than description of techniques,

ii) tudy of the actual fishing methods cerried out as exhaust-
ively as poszeible with espeeial attention paid to design and

eonstruction of the apparatus and the mammer of its use.
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iii) Study, from the zoological and economic point of view of the

fish themselves involving as far aes possible identification,
illustration, description and comments of local interest.

Wherever possible, results are based on actual observation but
88 some methods ware not in use during the period of our stay,
deseriptions of their use had to be based on oral descriptions given
%0 us by the people.

Fishing is, as previously mentioned, the prime protein source of
the people and as euch makes them to a certain extent independent of
outside food sources if necessary, as for example in times of famine,
Little is exported however and in normal times fishing must to a certain
extent be sacrificed to other travails which bring in money with which

food and material goods may be bought from the town.

In Gediro and Ygasho the Waito have been forced to turn their hands
from fishing to such an extent that it is but an cccasional cccupation -

now in fact they are primerily agricoulturalists.

However, in spite of this slien usurpation of the Waito tradition,

fishing must be considered of prime importance from the sociclogical

and historical point of view,




Questioning of Fishermen

a) Conversation with a group of four men.

b) Report of conversation a) with Osman Mogus.

¢) Summary of answers.,
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M JULY, 1965 - approximately 11.45 a.m.

Conversation with eventuslly four adult males, one an elder, on

fishing at the Waito wvillage of Fasilo.

Ruestions

1] Q. VWhat are the kindas of fish in the lake?
A. They are five:r i) ANBASSA (imharic = Lion)
ii) NECH (Amharic = White)
iii) BESO
iv) KERESO) Amharic meanings unknown
v) SORZ
The last (Sorz) they said weas "as big as a man" and very rare,

being found only far out on the lake,.*

2) Q. Which of these kinds is moat desired and why?
A. Sorz - becaunse they are so big and provide s¢ much food. There

iz no distinetion between the others.

Q. Are any fish rejected because of type, nature, size, etc.?
L. HNone are rejected, even the very small ones. All are eaten

and still there is not enough.

Q. Are any fish sold to the town?

A. No, All is enten - however our forefathers who lived actually on

the lake side fished more and caught more and thus could sell it

:

¥ ILater information: Sorz are in fact very large specimens of Kereso.

We, unlike them, have other activitiss.




iow many times a week, a day do you go fishing?

Thera ig no set rule, we go whe: the mood takes us, [

When is it best for fishing?

i) in the fine or rain?

Fishing is besat in the rainy season but we still ecateh fish
in the dry season.
ii) what time of day?

The afternoon is the best and NOT the morning.

iii) do you fish at night?
We cast our nets at night and collect them the following
afternoon.
iv) at the edge or in the middle of the lake?
Towards the edges.
v) in eclear water or weed?

In the weed and 'grass' is best.

Do you fish at 211 depths or use different methods for different
depths or what?

Generally there is no distinetion but the K'afo (trap) is 1lm.
in depth and is not necessarily covered (anawer diffizult to

translate and thus hnzy}.

What do you fear on the lake in the way of animals, atc.?
We fear Goumari (hippopotamus).
Are they common in the lake?

Yes, in certain areas. Alsoc we fear the waves,




. What about crocodiles?
A, They are only found in the Abbai (Blue Nile) and mot in +he

lake,

To msk them if they feared weter spirits and the like was decided

Binst till later because it might touch on religious arcas best
left alone to start with.
These answers may be considered valid due to their being those

of four men rather than one.

JULY, 1965 - approximately 1.30 p.m.

Conversation with Osman Mogus nsm regards fishing - he showed us some

bought nylon linc and hocks which they now use, buying it in Bahar Dap,

Before these were available they said there was no other method of

line fishing, and they relied on alternative methods. Bait was usually

a form of unleavened T'ef (grain) paste although meat was best.

He wag then asked the same questions as the men in the morning

(see page 154 } and gave identical answers to tham except for a few minor

pointa mentioned below.

i) In good seascns they may have surplus fish to sell to the town.
Asked if this (summer 1965) was a good season, he said it would

be when the water ross at the beginning of iAugust.
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About K'afo (trap) fishing, he said that they concealed the

traps in areas of grass (weed) so the fish would be deceived
and swinm in, These he said were put down one day and
examined the next,

Asked about fears, being the son of the chief he said there
were nons, but on interrogntion sa2id they didn't like waves
and hippopotami. He said both hippopotami and crocodiles

didn't like rough water.

of Answers

All fish regardless of size and type are token and eaten and
only sold to the town now in very good seasons, although
formerly this was a more common practice. (For types see
later),

Ho set times are allotted to fishing - a trip depends on
¢onditions and mood for its origin.

Optimum conditions:

a. Rainy sesson (not exclusively, however)

b. The afterncon and NOT the morning

¢. The edges of the lake in arcas of weed

d. Depth depends on type of fighing technigque in use
Hippopotami and storms are the prime fears of the fishermen

on the lzke, although these are not ecommon.




FIEHING METHODS

(S8¢e notes on technigques of investigation ebove)

1. K'AFRO

Traps
2. ANGAFRA
3. MEREB

Hets
4. MENZ

Fa MEEATEN - Lines

6. MWAGLERD - Hund net

A1l methods were investigated as thoroughly as possible

—

¥ ll EI q

and 5 having actually been observed in use and 3 and 4 ascertained by

degcription. All apparatus involved in =zll six methods was

hand and drawings and descriptions are based on this.

geen first

"




The Toe of K'afo Figh Traps

These traps are it appears one of the primary methods of fishing

Bnong the Waite as well as the neighbouring tmharas. Each one is

fesproximately four feet long by two and a half feet in diamgter. 1t
M mode of flexible leths and has a mesh of about two inches. 1%
wrks on the prineciple of the lobster pot with an invaginated end
leading to a small entrance hole of about four inches diameter through
which the fish enter and have diffieulty in leaving afterwards. The
fish are roemoved from the K'afo by hand by the same aperture.

(K'afo = Beehive in Amharic)

The traps are put down one dny and examined the following afternoon
or evening. The preferred place is among woeds where the trap is
concealed (in fact they are never put down in open water).

These traps are used round the shores of the lake and also Tound
the mouth of the Blue Mile at the lake side and all types of fish, we
were told, are taken in them, elthough Beso are rare.

The mothod of putting down the traps was observed on 18th August.

The chosen place was in the lake at the edge of = large papyrus bed
where thore was some surface floating vegetation. The fisherman waded
out inte anbout 3'6" of wnter and put the trap down on the edge of the

weed and open water covered by about 18" of water. The fish in question

that afternoon were Beso, we were told.
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The Use of Angafra Fish Traps

85

Thoge traps are used frequently, but seem fo us be 2 les
serious, somewhat more sporting, occupation than the use of K'afo type
of trap (see page159). The treps are made of thin flexible lnths
bound together with othar thin vege table cord ond inmer wooden supporis.
The averzgs g1p, longitudinally, between thas lnths is approximately 40
and the trop is equipped with a hend hole ncar its top. (See diagrams)

The trnp is carried by the narrow end, in one hand with the open

and downwards. Movements of fish arc detected by sight amidst reeds

wi grass and the trep is quickly placed over the spot in question

and the fish, if caught, is removed by hand through the hole provided.

The trap is only of use in areas of wanter up to about 2 fect deep and

for detocction of the fish, which is neceasary

grags nnd weed are essantial

during usc of the angafra .

The Usa of the Mereb Driflt Het

These nots arc the largest, most 'professional' fishing apparatus

amployed by the Waito fishermen and on a good catch may take up to 50

to 60 fish at n time. The not is rectangular with about a 1% o 13"

nrs home mede from ZAHA, a cord obtained from the local

mesh. They

cotton factory*., Larger ones were described to us, but none were geen.

¥ Tnoh one takes about one month to make.
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lins the top edge is & thicker cord with small papyrus fleats attached

B ihovn in the diagram. When in use, two larger floats alsc of papyrus
uged at each end and Trom the line of floats the net hangs down,
B weights are used to aid this. When in use, the nét is curved and
ich are caught by the opercula when they swim into the net. The net
g used 2 distance from the shore, generally being taken out by tankwa
feed boat) and retrieved in like manner. The net is not left out a
gecific time but is hauled in when sufficient fish are caught. All
fipes of fish may be caught in this manner and although large the whole
gperation is carried out by ona man.
This form of fishing is uged almost exclusively in the dry season,

boing replaced generally by the use of K'afo traps in the wet seasaon,

Seine Net {fishing by Mensz

Observation of an Amhara, seine net fishing on the morning of the
28th July,

The Net - home made and faultless, Circular, about &' in diameter
with & series of amall (1" x #" x 4") lead weights round the periphery.
Small (= 1") mesh with a line with which to pull it in from the centre.

The fishing was done from a small reed boat, the net being cast
with the left hand (and held by the right) ahead of the boat and pulled
up with the boat drifted a2longside.

The figherman worked 20-30 yards offshores, working back and lorth
glong & streteh of coast. This was a known ares and there seemed to be

§'-A! of water and there was also plenty of weed., Between each throw
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9 net was shaken and then held, using a combination of left hand, arm
teeth, and cast from that position. Not every throw was perfect,
miotakes were accepted with good heart.

Ambesa (Clarias sp.) were rising all round, but no fish were caught
gbout 40 minutes fishing, This it was claimed was because the waoter
t00 cold in the mornings for good fishineg, the afterncon being

eferred. (The Waito state categorically that they do NOT fish in the

mings. )

:

The Use of Mekaten - Rods and Lines

This method of fishing is a relatively new innovation as it involves
pirchase of nylon line and steel hooks from the town. The method is
iowever quite widespread and highly regarded., Bait is unleavened T'ef
peste or meat in preference. The hooks used arc about two-thirds of an
inch in length and are firmly attached to the line by whipping.

Two methods of use of Mekaten (= Hook) are in evidence - the use
of a line with seversal hooks in series to a stone weight on the end,
and secondly the use of a rod or Nichet (= Wood) with a length of line
attached at ifs distal end, having a gingle terminal hock., This second
method involves the use of = simple twig or reed float or 'Quoba' about
18" from the hook.

Mekaten is used both on the Blue Nile at the Abbai bridee (in
moving vater) and at the lakeside (in still water), All types of fish,

it ie said, can be caught by this method.
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MGLERO

The Use of Meglebo Hand Nets

o

he Maglebo hand nets are a mode of fishing little used by the

T

#aito, especially those of TFasilo. They are constructed in similar
mmnmer to the Mereb of 'Zaha' cord, although they are conical in shape
with about & 1" mesh. They have & wooden frame about 2' in diameter
and a short wooden handle.

Thesez nets are used by hand in streams of running water only, such
as the nearby Blue Wile and its tributarics, and not in the lake itself.
Although little used, the village was one morning influxed by fish
csught in this manner (not by the Waito) and so one sssumes that

particular conditions are very favourable for its application.
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THE _FISH

l. T'Anbessa' - (larias mossambicus

5] 1 : : —
2. K'ereso' - Tilapia sp.

3. 'Nech asa' - Barbuag ? platysomus

4. 'Aza nabarri' - Barbus 7 gormaarii

'"Besc' -~ Varcorhinua beso

L% g ]

All

[+ ]

peclies were examined at first hand during the period of our

stay in Fasiloe and were drawn to scale from the fresh apecimen, Fin

ray and lsteral line scale counts were made and vhotographs taken aso

that identification could be carried out later. On our return to this
country the drawings and photographa were taken to the British Museum
(Natural History) where, with the direction and assistance of

Ir. P.H. Greenwood and his staff in the Ichthyology Department, it was
possible to identify them all to generic and, in some cases tentatively,
to specific level.

Comment may here be made on the small numbzr of specisa actually
caught by the Waito. For a long time it was impressed upon us that

only four types were taksn generally (1, 2, % and 5 above), however,
towards the end of our stay a specimen of the 'asa nabarri' was brought
to us, It should however be remembered that two of the apecies described
below are species of the genus Barbus, a notoriously difficult genus of
superfieially very similar fish. Thus it is quite possible that the fish

which the Waito knew as '=3a nabarri' and 'nech asa' represent a great




her of species unrecognisable to them and, unfortunately, alac
conclusion it iz worth knowing that in 1940 Bini degeribed aver

ef large fish all taken from Lake Tana.

MIARTAS MOSEAMBICUS PTRS. 1852

»
e,
o e o

mpily - Clari

locel name - Anbassa (= lion)

This species is widespread throughout Esat Africa, oceurring in
tikes Victoria and Tanganyiks, and down as far as tha Zambezi River,
widle the genus is found in South-East Asia, Syria and Africa generally.
It is recorded from Lake Tana several times and from elsewhere in
Ethiopia also.

Biclogically speaking, ; fish i3 peculiar in having a special

accessory roesplratory mechanism encsbling it to breathe air using a tree

like organ arising dorsally in its gill chamber. This accounts for the

ability of the fish to live for many hours out of water and, also, for
ite habit of rising frequently with characteristic 'plop' in the lake.
The tenacity of thie fish in living out of water is well known to the
locala and is uwsually terminated by decapitation prior to cooking,
This figh is probably the commonest species caught actually in
the laks near the Waito village, being taken very often in K'afo and

We ware told that

angafra fish traps as well as by mereb and menz nots.
they occurred especially in arecas of reed and weed where the trape were
employed in their capture.

Size ol anbassa varied from four inches to two focet, but thair

colour was uniform, bleck above and silver grey below, the wholea hody
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Being characterisetically slimy. Size of catches were seen to vary greatly,

& or two being common, slthough from time to time eight or ten would

e caught .
0f the fish, the head only wns discarded, the remsindex being made
Into the inevitable 'asa wot!,
MILAPIA SP,
Family - Cichlidae

local name - Kereso (large spe

~
s

This species proved impossible to identily to the species level

in absence of specimens, although the only one recorded from the

(Rini, 1940) is niloticus L. However, it could alternatively be any one

of a number of other species known from East Africa. The genus Tilapia
gocurs in most of Africa and, like Barbus, is a group whose systematies
are difficult and somewhat uncertain.

Great range in size is a feature of note in this species, so much
a0 that the Waito heve two names, one (Kereso) for the normel small
gxamplcs and another (Sorz) for the highly-prized, rare, six-foot
gpecimens found 'far out in the lake'.

The small Kereso were cne of the commonest fish taken by ths Walto,
being caught by all their fishing mothods, They are found in both Lake
Tana and the neighbouring Blue Nile and catches vary from two or three to
shont ten., Kereso were often taken along with nech asa (see helow ).

Size of the fish usunlly caught does not vary much, being from seven to

ten inchea in length.
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As far as coting goes, tha fish are cooked whole and eaten as
msz wot'. They appeared to have rather poor mutritive walue, although

Bl wos the species favoursd by the supposedly more sophisticated

fiosispeople of Bahar Der, where it was served frequently in the

1 ir\-

Beting houses, even during fasts, the fish not being proscribed as is

Wizal meat.

BUEDS 7 PLATYSOMUS

fanily - Cyprinidac

f0cal neme - Nech aea (white fish)

This fish is one of the two species of Barbus encountered on the
apedition and identification to specics was agnin difficult. On the
fevidence available afterwards the species was identified conditionally
88 platysomus although a member of a complex of species - affinis,

duchesnii, platysomus - all superficially very much alika. Many apecies

of Barbug are recorded from Lake Tona and sure identification wansa
impossible in the circumstances. The genus itself is very widaspread,
peeurring in Africa, Asia and Burope.

Rech asa did occur in the lake but was more commonly taken Trom
the Bluc Nile nearby. They were caught by all methods deseribed
elsewharo, being one of the main catches of the maglsbo hand nets and
mekaten rods and lines. Occasiopally large numbers would be caught on
& particular day, but catches normally varied between two and fourteen,
approximately.

Size of fish also varied guite a lot, specimens exeamined varying from

8ix inches to two feet six inches in length.
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io cooking of the speclas was obmcrved but scme form of "asa wot!
gould elmest inevitably result, They did however appear more palatable

B0 Westorn eyes than eithsr of the two preceding species,

REAHEOS 7 GORCUARII, RUFP. 1837

family - Cyprinidae
Iocal name - Asa nabarri (shark)

This fish was another species of the Barbus genus and although
identification without specimens could not be absolutely conclusive

comparison with specimens in the Biriths Museum collectiona indicated

it to b2 gorguarii, a spceics restricted to Lake Tana and previously

noted by Bini among others.

During our six week stay in the area we saw only one specimen of
this species and no previous mention of its existence had been made by
the Waito, Its local name is trenslated =s shark, which appenrs somewhat
inappropriate as it scemed sadly lacking any teeth of shark-like nature,

The specimen examined was silver white derkening slightly above,

t 1t wos stressed that this was unusual =5 they were usually darker,
even blackish: further evidence for the recognition of thc possible
miltiplicity as far as species is concerncd when considering the Waito
types of Barbus (see above).

Th: size of the animal examined was just under two feet in length.




Barbus TFlatysomus

Barbus 7Y8orguaril
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INAACORHINUS BESO. HUPP. 1837

family - Cyprinidae

local name - Beso (Note the correlation of common and specific

pames, suggesting the accurate and longstending use of the term)

This fish belongs to a genus found in South-West and Central Asia

8 will as Africa, The speciss itself was restricted to the Blue Nile

ind Awash systems of Ethiopiaz and were rocorded by Degen from 'Zege and

Bahar Dar' and by Bini from Bahar Dar.
The beso is o good desl less common than any of the other fish
(axcept Asa nabarri) and was only seen on two or thres ceccasions during
cur stay, and never mors than two were sean in any ona catch, They
cccurrad in both Lake Trna and the Blue Nile and were not stated as
ging taken more commonly by any particul=r fishing method, EGize of
specimens seen ranged from about one foot to about one foot nine inches.

Ho cooking of besoc was obsarved but the romarks made on nech asa

ara probably cqually applienble hare,

SUMMARY

Fighing is still very important to the Waite although not as much
go as previougly - need of saleable goodsz and Amhor competition being
the reason for this.

2ix methods of fishing are used, Menz, Mereb and Meglebo nets, K'afo

and Angafra traps, and Meketon rods and lines.




Varcorhinus Beso
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Five apecien

Mnbeesa, Kercseo, Nech Asa 280 Agn Wabarri.

A1 fish caught ers saten as a2 genaral rule.

Fishing is carried out in both Laks Tana and

boats moy be used in the process,




TRAMSECT SURVEY COF THE VBGETATION OF THE WAITO VILLAGE
—_———— i ——

This survey represented the major part of the botanical work of the
expedition., Unfortunately it was not very successful due to the inability

to met the plants involved identified. This was because most of them were

mly represented by their vegetative parte due to the season.

The survey was carried cut along a sixteen metre line and involved
taling an area of 2 metre square at & time and ecounting tae various
plants therein included.

The line was laid so as to include an area of cultivated plot,
various paths, an wrea of land once pultivated but now reverting to its
original state and a small pertion of Eucalyptus wocdland. Where

yery large numbers of a particular plant were present in a square then
a count was made of a small representative area znd the result extra-
polzted so as to get a figure for the whole square.

As previously stated, the survey was not a total success but
various conclusicne may be drawn from the results not involving the
identification of the plants but simply differentiating then as
geparate spvecies; a relatively essy task.

First, and obviously, the plots znd pathe containsd lewer numbers
of plants although a variety of 'weed' speciez was present (18 species).
In many cases these were small examples of plants seen elsewhere, There
wags a similar drop in plant nuubers in the woodland but this was
agsociated with a dron in the number of ieg © ent alsc This is
explained, possibly by the fact that there was one dominant overshadowing

A

gpecies in whose canopy few speciss can survive. i nteresting to




Pacte however that the undergrowth species which were present

igger and more robust plants than elsewhere. Some of these indeed were
gresent only in emall numbers outside thz woodland, where they had to
goapete with a large number of cther gpecies, and ohly became at all
fominant in the wood. (see distribution curves given below) .

The greatest variety of species was seen in the reverting land due

to the general instability of such an environment. There were considerable

areag of bare ground and a large number of plants found there occurred
only a8 seedlings. Tuite & large number of species secmed Lo ocour,

at all commeonly, on this sort of ground only, being largely absent in
the woodland and very sparse on the plots and paths. The rest of the
flora of the reverting proungd could be seen to have its origins in the
woodland areac and some of these were, as previocusly mentioned, seen
developed to a greater extent in the woed. As far as the dominant plant
of the area was concerned this was a apscies of rough creeping grass
{species 10) which occurred in very large numbers on the reverting land.
The dominance of this plant is indicated in cne of the graphs given below
and can be seen to tail off on the margin of the wood where the role of
the dominant herb is taken over by a species of Geranium-like plant
(species 7).

A study was made of the main individual species of plants in an
attempt to list those typical of a particular area and some clear con-
¢lusion=s could be drawn from this. However in the absence of identifica-
tion of the species concerned details of this work would be meaningless.
Suffice it to say that of the 13 species investigated in this way 6
were characteristic of reverting land, and 2 of woodland, while 4

yere common to reverting land and woodland and 1 commonest on paths.




Th

gxplanatory graphs. If further inforweition on the plants is fertheoming

then the fuller account will be published in the future.

RESULTS

usre Number HNature of Sguare WNo. Plants/Square No. Species/Squarc

Lot

Reverting Land

Poth
Woodland

See also graph.
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of land to grow vegetables. In the village,

@ll being used for persocmal consumption of the producer and his

gnd seldom being suffieient te fulfil their needs completely.

four, in relative erder of abundance were, maize, pepper, ‘'duba

cabbage. The duba was a plant commonly growm in clumps of one or

plants and, we were told, producing a vegetzble somewhat like a marre

The cabbage was generally of a rather weedy small-leaved variety

docally as gomman. The maize seen commonly appeared to do better in soms
plots than others, often associated with the presence or absence of other
plants in the plot or the efficiency with which the plot was maintained
nstances flourishing plants up to ten feet tall were noted in

ts, so the argument that the soll or some climatic factor

was at fault is obviocusly nullified. The pepper was not of a

recognisable type but did form a basic ingredient of 211 the local

In this respect the pepper, normally used ; quantities,

more important as a crop than the maize which was often sold. Ma

the families were in fact self sufficient as far as this erop i

concerned. It was the rule rather than the exception that such crops
a2 these should be grown in mixed plots including various proporti
of up to three different crop plants.

Set out below is a systematic list of the plots noted in the
village and the crops they econtained. They are grouped according
family and wherc possible they are described in terms

beat describod as number




140 850 .

a0 B0

bage + maize + Tepper

42 ag. ft
L)

%

1 gourd plent!)

T

= [
=10

P R
st 1 wd

Duba
Pepper

Dhuba

Moize + pepper
Duba

Meize

Maizc

Maize

Cabbage -+ maize

laize

FPepper 20 =q. ft.
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177
o thoge results what is first of all apparent 1s the fact that
mly 14 families out of the whole viliage possessed or used any plots
Secendly, one must note the small gize of most of
some families owning ly a single duba patch.
above) could possibly have produced in
such surplus would soon be abscrbed by the rest the Waito community.

Considering malzc, cabbage and pelper
) ¥ 5 FYLE

Maize
Fonper
Maize 4

182 =y
J-:-.a.-'d-;

|
Maize + popper + cabbage

One genersl observation which can be made on the plots i=s that often
they were situated in agriculturelly unfavourable places, more
that land not reguired by 1ts owner for any other purposc. For
reason the shape of plots was often very irrcgular and they were
sften overshadowed by trees. The people would also be discouraged
from setting up plots because of the fact that they did not own the
1and end could not assume that any plot made would not be destroyed
at thae whim of its rightful owner. ha menticned elsewhere, this was

one of their many complaints although we were assured land was

available to them c¢lsewhere if they cared to use it. The Waito, like

most similar poople, however, ATe Very preactionary and any changs, o

so it seems to them, can only be for the worse, Hence they do nothing

but complain loudly.




E'-'_L,'.HIF. USED BY THE WAITO

Tne plant which first of all springs to
papyrus reed. As elucidate elsewhere, it is used a great variety
purposes and forms one of the mainstays of the life of the people.
sxists in apparently inexhaustible nwnbers in many places along
the banks of Lalke Tana and they collect it in vast quantities using
epecial bhoats.
4 socond reed known locally as gerampia is used a lot by the

Waito, especially in their basket making activities. This occurs in

dogs DATYIUS, althouph we encountered 1% commonly
by the source of the Blue Nile and on Kebran Island actually on the
lake. Bocause of its more limited distribution, the Waito may
occasionelly have to buy supplies of it. They slit and soak the driled

stems prior to use and then use them directly in their basketry.
I . Y

The third of the triumvirate of important non-foed planis is 2

alm of some sort, known as salein, the fronds of which are used
¥ ' 4 1

especially in mat making. These pelms grow in the lores which
e round the source of the lile, and again mzy be bought from
The short (I"=9") lengtks of the secondary leafl
the frond are removed and dried and then plaited in an ingenious way
(deseribed elsewhere) into strips of which larger mats arc made up.

Like the baskets, however, these products beccome very brittle as they

during use must be periodically soaked.

The Waito also use & vast number of ether plants in their manufactures

including various other grassec and reeds. They also use certain woods

ket

for structural work, bamboos as paddles and special trees can be used




for maiting fire. They have a knowledge of the powers, or reputed powers,

of certain plants fer healing but time did not allow any lnvestization

gf this to




METEORCLCGY

GENIRAL SYNCESIS

During the months of October, Hovember and March, the North Bast
monsoon sweeps the whels region of central Ethiopia.

The little raine of Februarv or March occur when the Soutk East
trade from the Indian Ocean meets this MNort: ‘last monsoon.

From June to September the winds, mainly from the Scuth West,

give plenty of rain in spite of having pussed across Central Africa.

BAHAR DAR Meh Station on Adrfield, Alt. 1802 m.

hlthough the general air movenent is NE from Fehruary to March
and oW from June to September, the general flow may be greatly modified
by the local terrain,

Rain

During the summer the rain is of the tropical mountain type with

|

much thunder. The monthly distribution of rainfall is shown on Graph *,

from which it can easily be scen that the heaviest rains are from June

to ceptembar.

te of being north of the equator, spring has the highest

Y

temperatures of the year, since the cloud and heavy rain in the summer

months keep the temperature dowi. The average monthly mescimum, mean

and minimum temperatures ars displayed on graph 2.
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MONTHLY DISTRIBUTION OF RAINFALL

L i I 1 M
JAH., FEB. MA. AP. MA. TU. Tv¥. au. SE. oOC MO DEC.

MONTHLY AVERAGE MAXIMUM HUMIDITY AT HOTTEST PAHT OF DAY

HUMIDITY MIXING RATIO WET BULB TEMB.
GRMS/ HGM. DRY AIR

JAR 7-5 - o0 25 = 23-3

MAY oo - 2-5 233 = as5:0
UL 150 = 5 == - 2719
SEP 50 = 115 28\ - 215

MO 190 233




eily Varistion during the Wet Seascn

The actusl detailed readings from the recording bar

peychrometer and thermcmeter are not accurate but the

{(Graph 5) shows well the daily variation. Generally

thunderstorms occurred in the late afternoon and evening,
cloud = bright sunshine in the mcrnings. The cloudy n

riee to high minimum daily temperatures compared witl

i
.

EFFECT OF WEATHER ON TH: PECL

=

f. 1, the maximum wet Lulb temperature whick
P F . T
for a person at rest in still air is 30°C. BEy refcrence

the mostimum wet buld teaperatures occur during the wet

our own ocbservations, the npeople of Fasilo cemplained w

L

lifferen: in condition

]

[n]

tha people b
are coused more by the shorter working hours due to th
slterine during tl icavy rainstorms and by the reduced

thi s they produce.

furing the wet seascon rather than the hest. It ies deduced

- e
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APPENDICES




gigt of the Waito People of Bahar Dar .f the Village

o' Fasilo

CLASSIFICATION

WAITO

i

mer women

7N\ -

married pingle married single

”"d_.f"._"‘.f.’.'-‘ --‘--‘\—‘\

boyE gafls

s £

above 10 below 10 above 10 below 10

Childran
—

Babies feeding on
Mother's breast

boys girls

omes ("Christian" and “"Surnames" classified separately)

Non-religious N (Amhara names)
Religious R (connected with the Koran)

Local L (meanings obscure)
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2.
48,
%,

.
51,

T
Ja

5‘:4

53

Mogas Kasengne
Usman Mogae

Zemzen Azenc
Kumilinane Kassa
Huzsien Fndemeshat
Istalehu Genet
Addiz Hengi

Ahamed Kengi

Alem Kengi

MARRIED WOMENR :

1.
2.
3.

4.

5.

6.

.

8.

9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
ik
18.
19.
20.
1.
22,
23,
24,
23,
26,
27.
28.
29.
}Ot
3.
32,
33
3.
354
36,
57

38.

Momina Wuabu
Tayech Ademic
Azangne Kebede
Imedadge Jenet
Yigardu Mirkue
Asiya Wudu
Yenezia Bili
Firmus Merkus
Kagzanat Merkuz
Manaseb Ayelew
Diemaneszh Wudu
Alawa Simengne
Meriyem Muhammed
Tihune Nedgat
Enkitit Semengne
Tiru Tafeese
Workinesh Il1al
Aygenge Salasib
Boutik Rewik
Azalnesh Masresha (Azalich Hudu)
Eyayu Damtew
Dasash Ditew
Hidija Addisie
Yenguanesh Sharew
Awagme Shamiye
Tmmitu Azene
Hawa Agaje
Kuankua Ademie
Asiya Keje
Amisha Muhammed
Asaso Estibel
Figabe Ali
Waynic Taffere
Yalganesh Wedaje
Munit Taffere
Gadam Alaset
Zemzem Agaje
Daricha Wondimagnage

"Christian" HName

1685,

"Surnama"

I
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H
H
i
H

H
H
o
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7.
8.
..
J1
he.
5:"
5“;1
35
85,
B57.
50,
5?!
60,

H"Christian"

"Surname™

Bekunne Beleti
Aeres Nedgat
Fentaye Yenewondim
Zeynob Yenswondim
Fatim Baines
Tesahai Sharew
Shekula Messale
Emmemie HNurihum
Fentayenesh RBili
Mamu Waga

Yighamu Sechala
Bitweeh VWasee
Tinur Messele

Amnu Alaset

Yayu Damtew

Alima

Bayish Salasihb
Ayehute Hurihum
Yamrotmesh Mekonnen
Demeku Simengne
Arefu Mazenghia
Yigard Muchaye

MARRIED BOYS ABOVE THE AGE OF 10:

00 =] Onun P vsd B
Ll

Dawd Kebede
Djemal Takele
Worku Matkia
Amgalu Dembech
Bilew PEndale
Yitayew Bichaw
Siliman Awel
Sahle Wedage

BOYS BELOW THW ACGE OF 10:

A =t
.

14.
15.

Tesfaw Semengne
Balew Scemengne
Uner Osman
Asmare K'LL"""C

’:.L 23 f" gLk Genancsw
Wondu Mg g 1]
Takele Gobesz
Mahe Abdil
Tesfaw Addis
Teka Addis
Kazim .wel
Sileman Awsl
Yitayew Bishaw
Muhe Techan
Gutti Merra

h
N
N
R
R

i

N

=28 =
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2=
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39.
.

Erlon Gonit
Abati Erezik
Feloke Ahmedie
Enkuana

Erku Merra
Melkie Gobesz
Azene Gananaw
Yenus Yenewondim
ﬁ,l[‘"" d Yenewondim
Hazzan *fTr=r1g"11'~'t1.
Abate Mengnist
Tarekengna Mara
Tilahun Mogas

Muhea

2 ABOVE

BMARRI D

Addisse Semengne
Hawa Hussien
Ansha Yaregal

GIRLS BELOW

"Christian" Name

curname"

AGE O 10:

O B okl P =
s =

BABIES

Anguachew Biazen
Hodenat Biazen
Hawa Kumie
Zerifu Awe
Meriyem Bishaw
Azangne Endris

FEEDING AT MOTHER'S BREAST:

Boya

- =

=

i
-

W P OWUD D = O e s e
. -

et

Slidu Bishaw
Son of Ahinas ffu}
Feleke Ahmed
Fikru Mera
Tarekengne Geda
Takele Gobes
Tesfaw Simengne
Gatachew Cheru
Beyene Charu
Arumut Abarsa

Muhaminad SharTow

Gebayaw Gonit

FEikisbingue Gobaz
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Zemeent Awel
Merdiga Mogas
Takele Awel
Kasengne Ali
Liyish Zemen
Tachainech
Sopia Gobes
falekt Shamwi
Tikuiksa Agye

Hodenat BiaZen

Yonewondim
Unnamed baby girl (daughter of Tafess

=

H.B.

breast Fed brothers

- 38)




prrent-children relationship

brother-sister relationship

Diead

¥ FEEWREE i
Ocoupation: Baskoetry and cocking
Awel Abdernliman Hidiya Adissec
27 yra. 25 yrs.
* ——— -+

=
SEmZEn
- §

i of

' =B
LB 1M

1% yra.

. ¥
calimnn
1<

yra, :

MmLson

try and cocking

Stono

Basl

oceupition:

cooupsation:

Fither's
Mother's

¥ hugbend-wife relotionship
Ages are personnl cstimntcs and highly incccurate.
Bigh~w Boyene Yoyu Domtew
AD yrs. U yra.
¥ +
T R
.:I!I-:’_.-'fl LB Slidu Me Llych
15 yrs. 1l yr. B8 yrs.
Fathur's occupntion: Stonc mason (bo:t building m
Mother's ocecupation: DBasketry and cooking

—
I\ [8]

Hut 40

Cl




fecupation

Akl

Qeeupation

Pether's occ
Mothur's oce

24 yrs,

P Talel

Ba

Decd

Divorced

(2)

ket I'.'_l,l'

Anisha Muhamad

;'.hi[]". '._
+

(reluctant to give

her son's name)

nta

E =
Hut Ho. 25

Olouanious Adamir ‘

50 yra.

b No. 45 |

Hu

¥--
s Komgme

Bagketry

ip~tion:

upation

Dead (divorced [.'-J:'.."u'i"LiEl'_j"j
zik 5Sh

=L
a

T 5%

Ahimed

20 yra.

snd cooking

Bayesh Salnsib
18 yrs.

:ﬂf--_—- + Fut o, 61
Foleka

5

T

W

L=

ot

tone

Basket

nLeon

AT ALY sl sRalry
l_.l ..1':'. el .-."_J..'.s

=]

W

Turu Tfass.

Mothar's

w
Ahmed Erzik

5y
24 yrs,

Father's occupati

0Tt

occuprtion:

E 3
Gunde Erzik
1? YIS,

Bont builder and fishing
Brsketry and cocking |




Erzik “adnge Y~lganesh
* e 'y

divorced

N :
ftinkut Wodoge Norit
Je yra. 17 yra.

ococupation: Besketry and cooking

Menghistu Ersik Workinesna

3% g 4

Y 4 pgy = 7]
[ B g N

Abnte Nenghlstu

Occuprtion: Basketry

Huaband's occeoupntion

P LTI T Y
S8 L GU

27 yra, Yamrutnesh
i

1 ¥

fal £
2LONe Noeon

Wife's occupation: Baskctry and cooking

Occupation:

L wF -

Tikun. N
Th=nA i) a1
L |'l'I _r:i.'ln

— -

Bogk:try and cooking

L




Fuhammeod

20 yra,
T

am oreik
37 yrs.
#+

Demalod Simengmi
25 yra,

= .

el

Father's cccupation: He
Mothor's ocoupation: B

Mea = Fays

P DI l":‘u.f";:_'t"

A5 yra,
*

it building ond fishing

1gketry and cooking

Hut No

.
Hassan

15 yra,

Iacnan

Pathoer's occoupation:
Mothey's ococoupntion: B

Occuprtion:

Etone me

Y
Muke Teehan

4 yrs. 5

Ta)al

igketry 2nd cooking

& - -
wifc'es nane

at

Heluctant to
~ s +

divorosd

giva

Stone mason

Fut No. 56

D. 29




195,
- Yigardu Moriouzm
.-'I'I.-i, 1 - ':D }rr.h'
/ S + But
s
Mullka Cobez

Ho. 28

Fathor's occupntion: GStone mason

Mother's occupntion: Basketry and cooking

3 Chief Negudras
Mogag

T ot -
Agengno

Imehodge Jenet
5% yrse. 30 yrs.
- ——
i T ey

T

¥
Osman Mogas

Hut Mo, 26
— - 3
Tilehun Mogas Abeboaw Mogns Merdige Mog
3% yrs, 4 yrs, 20 yrs.
Chiaf's occupation: BFont building
Mothes's oocupation

Beakotry
&0,

wid fishing

and cooking
Osman HMogos

Momin~ Wubnu
33 yra. 25 yrs.
* }

|

5

Fathor's
Moth

H

yra.
oecenpation: Stone mnson
sr'ts occuprtion:

Resketry
1.

it

nid cooking
Heluetnnt to give
husbond's nome

refu Mosong!

¥
_,___l
m

Hut No. 24
—
Seidu Alem

Boutik Alem
1 ;"l't‘ﬂ »
Mothur's

Bisketry

nt cooking
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Genanew Grrede
=== L H',i.'l;- :1-.'. }':‘

divorcad |

i e
Teafrhun Gonenow

T yrs,

Fathoer's occupntion: Stone mason

Megfin Moscuz

27 yra. Doad
* ———— 3 Hut Mo, i;ll
Qocupotion: Stons mason
Chene Morkuz Dend
o5 =) ! 1 . AZh
Ocoupation: oStone mwson
Hebode Kosengne Toyech ‘demic
50 yrs., h yrs.
* e 4 But No. 27
S o % s
GCobaz Kebade Muhrumn Kobede Dawd Kobede Azonje Kebede
18 yra, 13 yrs.
Fathoer's aceupation Btone moson
HMothur's occupntion: . Basketry ond cooking
Fornus Morkugz
Dend 30 yrs,
* et ; Hot Wo, 32

|

Pakels Awal
-
% YTBE,

Mothur's occupntion: Basketry and cooking




Kasamat Merkusz

35 yrs.

N — s
figonje Kome Yilew Kume Howr Kum;
B yrs. 4 yrm, y Yra.
Mothor's ooccupntion Bnskctry ond cooking
znlnosh resh
bimengne Nedzt menesh Wudu
42 yrs. 35 ¥yI=,
# ke - * m +
Liyew Balow Tesfaw Haw Bossann Ldisse
18 yrs. 10 yrs, 2 yrs, 15 yre: 22 ¥rs. 3 VIEe,

lut 53

Fathor's occupation

Mother's cecupation: Bagkotry and

Boat making o

nd fishing

cooking

PN 1o

T
¥

Sim
15 yrs.

-

angnrch Hodonat
5 yra. 1 yr.

=tona

Brgketryv ond

TS aor
meaorn

Father's

Motha.'s

occupntion.
pccupation

B =11
abd 1 GASET]

30 yxs

|
Kasengn

1 yi.

mazorn

LI

Fathor's occupation: Stonc

Mother's occupntion: Basketry

hrghltu

10 yrs.

cooking

cooking

s LFigF

i
Wl
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' g 4
idotnah Lujish Foman

4 yra. i YL,

Father's occupation: EStone mreon
Mothor's ocoupntion: Bosketry and cooking

"3
Yenus Hhmid Zainuh fachin
T yre. ;P i 15 yrs. 3 yre.

ol

t s ocoupation Bort building and fishing
Mothar's occupation: Baskotry nd coolang

(Shoke Jiaril Sochalah)
S

—— -] #

Children left the
villaga

Pthor's occupntion Th. Scholar (enly litersic man
P 5 xaFy ' Fini
village ), boat building
Mothoer's occupntion Dogketry and cocking
Eanasa

Kozenet Mexrkuz
——_ =
divorcad
Rezeon for divorod Teonomie
Fuaband's occupntion Bo.t building

Mother's occupntion: Beskotry anc lishing

i

thie
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Chern Demake Fanta Yenowondim
25 yrs., ' YI's.
* e . Hut Ho. 3
e 3 +
Bayand Choeru  Gotachoew Cheru Fniyish Cheru
1 yr. 2 YIE. B YT

|
e

LN

Hed gt srracmia Hur: hun Hut Ho, 4

5

Yy
of W

- + b
fenesian Bili rantaye Bild o tneal
18 yrs. 12 vyrs.

Fahter's occupnlbion Bont moking
Hother's occupation: DBaskotry and cooking

Bili Thedazat Yoromin Muchoye Hat Hp. 5

=) VI8, :',“‘ TrE,
| ife No, 2
L ¥
Alabel Yimer Fel i kooch Tndris
1 yIs. 10 yroa,
Mother's occcupntion: Busketry and cooking
& Y1 E =) . : ¥ | e - - - =1 - r £ s
(H.B. Bili Medgzet - two scparatc houscs)
'I-'-!.:- Mfeasn _-'.l.:i‘.‘; '-‘:1" ':' a5t
35 yx=.
: == + Hut No. 17
Unnomed boby girl
Fathoer's cceupntion Bont builder

- L ~ T o B - 1 Flayeim 1= r -y s L
Moth.r's ococupation Basketry and cookin
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Qecupntion: Boskotry and cookin

Decd sinita Tafarn

W — + ! Ko, 69
AMBALL L d R _|;'
2 ¥
Yothor's ccoupnt Bagkatry mnd cooking
ilturcch Wnss
Dang ¥ YIG.
* — e ' et -Tc.- ‘:':'-
tndrlamnan 211 Yasin
22 yre .
: = = + Hut Ho. TUO
Husband's oceupntion: Unlocitzd - stone moson
Wife's occupztion fasketry 2nd cooking
sunit Yondimagengne
Dend 60 yrs.
3% —— I lut No. a
4 +
Tinmur Mesolle Momine Hrson
20 yra. 5 ¥ra.

Occupation Bagketry and cooking

living in Dembia)

A CPT Tii :"‘;UIJ_ imaT T

ey e Aggl

¥

. i
1 i y
L L LT

Occuprtion Baskotry and cooking




, — e jut No. T
= T %
. Musidi et
3 yxo.a
Occupation: Basketry and ccoking
Amnunbeset
L2 B
# e el b Hut No. T
% B
Felogu Yaregal fizene Yorognl
3 :-f""'_"':".. L YI'Ba
(ecupation Bagketry nd cooking
Abern Matld
OF)  rpeiy
e Y [l
" S + Hut Neo. 8
- S i-

Mvake Aburs Jndimat Abova
5 yra. < oyra,

Fnther's ococupotion: DBost building

Mothcr's oceupntion: Basketry and cooking
Tisad . 2
e 3 Tat Mo, l-;:
Cecupation Brgkatyry and cooking

Monghiatu Watalzln & \Zad
25 yra. '
4 WSS s Hut Ho.
—— e e
+ +
Hogarn Monghus ot fid Menshistu
9 yrs. i yre.

Fether's occupntd

er's Gocounatio

e
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Estalehu Genet Gedam Alasat
5 yrs. 30 yrs.
%

e y— o H'LLt }!{'}.?6

Hugsbend's occupation: GStone moison
Wifc's occupation: Basketry and cooking

Gobez Azenc Fatim Boines
38 yre. 33 yrs.
* E—— - Hut Mo, 12
* + #*
Enanew Gobez Sophia Gobez Bikisbingne
8 yra. 3 yrs. brenstfed

Fathoer's occupation: Stone mrson
Mother's oceupation: Basketry and cooking

Mahommad Hasan Tsshai Shorew
28 yrs. 25 yrs,
* — | e :‘J.ut HC‘- l}
Lhmedu
5 yrs.

g occupation: Stone Mason
Mother's occupation: Basketry and cooking

(¥.B. Since we left Ethiopin she wns stabbed to denth by her husband)

Sharow Shifaw

28 yrs. Fatima Munit
b e o+ Hut No. 14
+ "
Folelkadi Sharow Muhammed
5 yrs. hreastfed

Fahter's occcupation: Stonamason
Mother's occupation: Baskotry and cooking




Gonit Anuariw
27 yrs. 5J yIs.

* = +

Awagech FZencbach

But ¥o, 16

E ] 3
Irku Gonit Gabueynw
5 yrs. breastfed (2 yrs.)

Father's occupetion: Stone mason
Mother's oeoupation: Brsketry and cooking

33
Dead 60 yrs.

=]
* ————

Occupation: Baskctry and cooking

Zoinab Nedgnt

56. Abdil Agnje
50 yrs. 59 yrs.
* _— +
¥ +
Maihoummed Abdil Firuilka Abdil
12 yra. % yre.

Father's occupation: Boat building
Mother's occupation: Basketry and cooking

Yonogus Turu

hTs Endris Agaje
3 yrs. 25 yrs.
o ;;[= -+

Alima Endris
4 yrs,

Father's occupotion: OStone mason
Mother's occupation: Basketry and cooking

Howa Marunesh

58, Baines Beyenc
55 FTE. 30 yrs.
# _ %
I
%
Frtim Boines

Foather's occupation: Boat building
Mother's occupation Basketry and cooking

Lo 3

fitalelech Nadgnt

Hut Mo, 33

Hut No. 34

Hut Wo. 36

S
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Hut No.




Worku Teshale

'Y

et s
b

Nurit Biadgilingne

El

Muaha Workua
4 yra,

Father's occupation:
Mother's cccupation

Ston. mrson

Bagketry and cooking

Pusband wes non=4WJnaito
B

Dokamnt Taferrs
= Hut No. &8

divorecd

Occupation:

Oocoupation:

Occupation

Occupntion:

Basketry

Amina Mengassha — Widow

Brakctry

Fentaniah Adelln - Widow

Bagkotry

Furit Birdgilinenme - Vidow

a'-"_ ".k i t ™r

Hut No. 73

Hut Mo. &2

Hut No. 41

The following 3 men have no permonent house, wifu, ete. They

work for the hous: vhers they spend the night.
i) FHussicn Endomeshnt = 28 yrs.
ii) Tesfaw Addis = 1C yrs.

iii) Teka %ddis & 15 yrs.




APFENDIX 11
list of the Waito Feople of Gedirc

HARRTED MEN:

1« Sclite Sharow
2: Tushir Kasshun
3+ Melliam Wofa
Lk, Wofz Dufew
B Zoinn HMuhommed
6., Yisa Dibe

7. Dawd Yanchum

ED WOMEN :

Timur Rassalum
. Tsehai Beshir
Yerenesh Kindench
Simengne Huru
Bifhonej Wefe
Anshu Umer
Wudanesh Yenehun
Wefefu Zeleke

0o~3 AN Il Do

*

1. Alcmnew Zoleke
2. Tarafe Zeloke

. Morow Tuahir

. Benfihun Yisa

. Azenelingne Yisa

« hessew Bizu Asefa

1. Unnamed Tuar's son

1. Unnomed A=zefa's doaughter
L feinu's daughter
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Wefefu Zeleke A1

Timur Kassohun

-

emnew foloke Terefe Zelcoke

Tsohai Beshir

M p
—_— +
r_'-_--'- -
Mzrrow Unnamed Baby
Molkam Wofs Yonenesh Kindeneh

. P— +
(1 F. 2y N
Wofa Bifew Simengne Huru

2

3

e -
Melkam Bifhonengne

Zeinu Muhammed

Bifhonengne Nofa
L

Unnamed Baby Girl

Yisa Db

i)
i
=
)
=
B
2
ﬂ

-
Banfihun Jzcnelingne  Shandye

Homid Dibe - wunmarricd mon

Dawd Yenchun - L "

Asefa Endale

abizu Unnamed




P R, T, -y -
A 1 } 1
- o —m——

Iist of the Waitc People cf ¥Ygasho

MARRIZD MEH:
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Aychew Aynsaw

Alfaw EBashir

Segidu Alemu

Huesein Shifarow
Negadras Shiferaw Ycnus
Seyew Tessoma

10. Umer Analem

11. Abro Aymot
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.
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=
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i
B
¥
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MARRIED WOMEN:

Anshash Shafew
Tizze Yalew
Ahlush

Hawa Makonnen
Workit Tessenms
Mammifu Azane
Boufik Alein
LIemlem Xassehun
. Agerifu Kassa

. Dessalesh hefekat
» Tizze Meszirdi
{2, Techaitu Seidna

—
S D WD DO=] A e P =

—

HOYS:

1. Brfben Haila
2, HKassaw Abroaymct
3. Samon Aychew
4. Ewnefu Aychow
5. JAmenenge Alfah
6. Dessale Aifah
?. Ahpedie Alfah
8. Hassan Maleim
5. Zcmzem Makim
10. Dawd Makin

11. Gelaw Tessoms
12. Muhammed Uner

=




GIRLS:

Hinalu Alfah
Bitadge Amarc
.!L'_i'i.:'li. fu Amere
Immamish Hailu
Woudie Aychow
Likifu Savew
Alemush Sayew
S5alil Umer
Manzlesh Umcr

Gebeya Umer

. - " .

Ol 0= O A P

THE WAITO FAIILIES IN YGASHGC

Mewoyesh Yimam is a widow.

£lfaw Boshir Lemlam Kassashun

= —_— +

s [ ST ES
Amengne Ahmodis Depenli linalu

Seidna Alamu (Dead)

» —_— s

Tegehaifu Seidna
i +

,..
&

& M
i
=]
®

™ = - £
Hassan Hakim domzem Hokim Dawd Hakim

(Daad) Ageritu Kasso
f

=

+ = F
Bitadg Amare Alemitu Amarc




Hussein Shiferaw

r

sheforaw Yoenus

afo
(Wegzdras)

Tizgze Meseiri
' =_7;= b
[ ]

Three daughtere marrioed teo other Waito cotmunities:
Werkimesh - Howa « Shesh

Mongne Ahlush
- i h

Hailu

rJ e +
Erthan Immamish

Abro Aymot Hawa Molionen

. o m— +

L2 &

i -
WOor:le 2

Baimnt Soidie Mammifu Azene

[ L]
Seidia Adisse
Deme@ Rech ig morried to oncther Waito community.

Adisse Baimot Hyvorcad

L e +




SOmon

Sayew Tosscme
*

Aychew Aynalem

e ———

Boutck alem

Ewnofu Wudie

Umer Aynolem

=
Alomush

Tizze Yolew

; T
Muhammed Sa
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CONVERSATICHAL REFCORTS

et m b e ] A U B (o= TS U e
Flaied L L EEA e dlls Bllahe = JULL £S0LE

Fifteen rerreszentatives of the community - the 'elders' - met to

discuss our stay. Since the community appears tc have no organised
gocial structure, this grous vas fairly random and included a lew
}"DUHH e
The principal members were:
Chief Negadras Mogas Kasengne
iriest Scholar Sheke Jisril Sechalah - Ralicha
The Chief has been Chief =ince the end of the Italian cccupation.
The principal points raised were:
i) '"We are downtroddea and oppressed by the Amharas. They
treat us as sub-human and hence our poverty and misery.”
ii) "le are outcasts simply because we are VWaito and form the

lowest soeial stratum in the Bszhar Dar community.”

iii) “We want your help.”

iv) The Waito own no land (this is not quite true).
v) The Waite own nco cattle, sheep, donkeys, goats.
vi) They do own dogs and chickens.

vii) The land is used by the Chisegnet system. Hothing is paid for
the use of the land but there is no security and periodic
claimants have tried to eject them. '“hen this occurs they go
to court and have been told that they may remain on the land

until they own their own.
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say that they will sell this land when they need money.

F —_ TP T - .
o Jad - oA

The Kalicha — the only literate man in the village - vieited us

to answer sone qul}._":*:"l.n:ll'l:‘}.

Cral Tradition

Asked to say something on the origin of the Vaito, he said there

werz two opposing theories!

fese
ot

The Waito were the slaves of the Fharachs of Zgvpt.
The Kalicha, however, rejects this and believes that the
Waitos are Israelites who, during the time of hosen, were

slaves in Egypt. Vhen lioses led the Israelites out of Egypt

with him but refused to cross the Red Sea which

ri-

they set ocu
Hoses parted. Ie was furious at their cowardice and cursed

them:

U &t hE R X han Wt R 3 Rhjo

"Let uncertainty be with you always

Thercafter they could not return to Egypt, because they were
afraid of the Pharaoh, so they stayved on the shores of the
Red Sea and started boat-building and fishing. They met

the hippo' and hunted it for food. The practice of eating
iz one cmuse2 of the persecution to this day. Those

in Bahar Dar have abandoned this habit (N.B, it is illegal).




The Fharach ssnt

people o

the

people of

the waito had

ind bhecome

- P
nance Lae

]litf'.-i.

Kalicha

The

hecause of the

- T hY- &
8irce TRno CAT

e o o
C1T1ONS

' P
RIS

The Kalicha teold u

ater they have had

Wl Sl

part of the nen

Creation, according

that God made Zerios

Hen

L
Er

appe

Two principal

o

Focd

e
natural death

ii) Tgnorance of

PThairaoh
27FES "
settled

Lougous

curse

I

ol

£

intercourse

of

Factors

the

facts

g, gl
asned

i
L

for their

whipse became

thinks the

=7 4=
LRt

of Moses,

e sa

Hoses,

hat it is

inevitatle incidents. Thic is especially
without washing

0f dresns, he said that it was only
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He also said that

There arz ulso paganistic elements in their religious practices

tiie people have no deep religiocus education.

Social Fractices

riarriage

couple may beo married by two syatems
1. By arrangemnent Ly the parents:
=y

i) According to the Meslem practice. In thi

the property is exclusively the man's. The girl contributes

nothing.
ii) As the Amharas. Th
the zirl and boy contribute equally -
2Rk FNF 06 NTBIVRSPLY

P
-

iLike the two halves of a lemon™

W.0. Thisg is not widely practised.

. Glopement. If the couplcs love each
marrisd hacause they are close relatives (they must be

separated by at lsasit seven pecerctions, or because the

is is a relatively new innovation

parents concerncd are bitter znemies, then theyr flee and

to Lstrange lands'. After some time they mcy be accepted as

nembers of the soclety and become recomciled witih their

Previocusly boys could marry at 20 years and girls at 15 year

(#.3. These ages should be treated with reservation

of the Vaito is very poor./

A man may have more than one wife.

pacCene

and

other and ¢annot get

TR

-t

& w -
15 1Oorm ©l marTrlapge
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Mvorce

Marriages and divorce are conducted by the lesrned men ﬁg?uﬂ.j’t;J
or the local chief QEF'JE;}?_ﬁrE]. Women whe married according to
W
the Moslem practices will et nothing at the time of divorce. Those
married according to Amhara practice will withdraw all the property
thay have contributed and will have an equal share of the property

which has been cocured during marriage.

The Avhara form of merriaze is an innovation tc the Islamic

1ere ars fow cases,.

e
5
k!
<3
'
Cr
0
iy
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t
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k
b
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o
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it

but a baby
boy is preferred and there is wore celebration. W.EBE. This supgesats

the inferior position of women.

Burdial

When a person dies he is washed thoroughly and then “wrapped in

;mm:ﬂwmﬁsﬂ—Yimqfffﬂuﬁjﬂﬁqr;f}ﬂ A grave is built

of stone end woud such that the dead persom has just enough spece to
sit up if he wants to. Washing is perfermed to cleanse ths dead of

the weorldly neture.

E_Jti;_-.'r:*F_-.

il et

The hippo' was killed by one of three weapons

ii) Filats fli’_,—flfh )} = barbed harpoon
nora mnodern
iii) Tebenja (M ;_;.,3'3 ) = gun times
T




by H 4 7 Sy | T IR e "
He said that a young man had to Kill a hippo’ belore ac

marry - tiis practice is now

abandoned.
. . = = yia R T
In his opinion the Jaito did not obtain land

o T e it ) himkdne = Pl =S e
rre=occupation with hunting anc lishing.

Vi

He considers that the Italian invasion improved the status

149 . I T b T SRR S U S0 SRR T o R S,
Ag an illustration, ac tells of & cOmpetlTion Mg a o ne

Italians to determinc wl

tharas,

lai i =t sh It tha e
and Waito, were tihe best shooters. Aix that

T
WalelD

no less capable than the

EIOUDS.

i o . Rppee—" |
The Italians gave grants of money and empl

i i have
irrespectlive 11l

These, and other instances,

improved th

He gave wccount to explain lightening:

Ui apasy
arg

There hen

dafllm =
Ci1E

Devils

o the world and

edpe of

i Lfmamm Cadmea faless
Gabriel is angry witl Jhen Satan takes

them lightening appears.

] TF Ve Fark =halte L IrE
in trees, sa5 arc struck. If he took shelter in a

e ne

wauld be struck.

changes in the weather are

God knows

X
nroduce

&)
-

0av

a dry

o

ye ng soason and hence e §

e L N,
weataor are wholly explained by Lod.

't = ;

e thinks that tae »resent Governument has dome little to imp
s o 5 . EEE
the lot of the Weito, despite hiz many trips to Addis ADADA.

1

; 1T1lf wun?ﬁJ rf'?fﬁ|$Jg:jffﬁ !

da '}
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Moslem Amharas

Wl

oyed people

shelter
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Ato Dawit considers that the Waito asre looked dowm on for two
MaJ0r reasonss

are Moslems

ii/} food habits include cating hippo' and dead animals
Both the above are considered tzboo by the Amhara.

e ——— e

d) CONVERSATIC! ON, WTH AUGUST WITH:

Negadras Hog

5 Kasengne - Chief
Atc Kabedo Kagongne
4

Ato Baines Doyene

ssked what thoy

e
L
=
L |

the word ¥Waito, they said they knew

nothing.

e
=
[

Gf the oral tradition of their origin, they said that their

ancastors have always 1i i

d "on waters', i.a. since ancient

iii) They explain their inferior position by:

al they are not economically well off

b} they are the minority - few in number

c) their food hebits are unorthodox
iv) Dreams, thev said, are subject to individuzl interpretation.
There are twe kinds of dream:

% 1 " .
a) thaga of H.’_'l.l".'u_nt';::-_:

% -~
b} those of sorrow
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vi) Tallaand injera .rc¢ prepared at marriage fagtivals Therea
is dancing and merry-meking. The groom has cloge friends,

will tre her as gister. They woulcd, riends, be
o o , L A I, 1 O PT
=¥ 21nfnl as possibl 2 sheould they fail in this wheg]
b 1 ._:;' -
5 = o

I i .= e 2 < - M s 4= - RS A | mmgm W : s ds d=Tn
T '_-_‘1_.::_ ileVve mArrisfgc festivities _I.n_.ft-.-'_;'l.l___ 10 days --I.a..-‘l.-'l. LIE

poor have Ies ivities lasting only 5 days. larriages 234
ayranged by parents. The men had te kill & hippo' if tacy

were to marry. This practice, ho

hecause the Covernment forbids it. Moreover tine nippo' is
rarcl's

The marriage cercmeny is performzd by Fedi or priests
and closa relatives contribute food and drink. Harrisge is
possitle enly if the partnare arc separated by ct least soven
generations. MHarriage presonts am given by the man only and

5 5 . . Al iy A i =
include scme monsy and EATTLARC clothing L' LY (}"‘\
L Z o j :

i !’ ';r L ~
4 ""l' r;r; P En ). The couple must have the cons mt

of the ?-J?hﬁl (fukra) before thoy are merried.

I futera and Kedi are Lot ratie words for pricst used
1."“ the Walito.
vii, Residence Semetimes it is matrilocal
but this is rare and only ccow's when narents-in-~law love thelir

sin=in=1aw.




ix)

wWEEaSd ,

and tied by seven atrings. The grave is dug in

“:.'| 3:_;‘!‘_ -d--_ ﬂ-'.l.l-"—u&_-__,*-'-_,‘_."r_.u-i ri :'-| 1
Thearea

of wood and mud.

the grave fer the man to =1t

LIl e - E0
pray for lis sins.

There are three najor holidays:

1 Alduma - (Friday) the Sunday of Islan

2. hrofa - this is the day on which the fastl

Ramadan (30 dawys)

iz darvr.

death of Hohammed, which are

Gcour ol

1d be any time of the year.

to note that the

the of the birth of Mohammed.
Wl 5
The Waito pra- per dayr:
1 L] ] » 1 i . b
1. Maleda - this is early \lat sun-rise)
3. Ber Sement S5'at - around 2 o'clacik

%+ ller Asgermolat S'at - o'eclock

-
=
.
1]
tad
W]

after 2l1 the cows are

in

ciie

during the

B newy

is sufficient

cloth

an East-

& "
Tt Tile

ol
LilaT

belisved

= fasting period or Ramadan is held once a year. Im

Ta them

Mecca

{rid]

laito lmew nothing

it

o

i
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The elders stress that games are no longer »layed frequently,

since evervbodr is busr - even the small children. The gomes

are, however:

= -

1. Gebeta layed with 12 holes and 43
tries to take the oppositien's ho

2. Chatting

Childrern's games:

%. Chinkabait - Senec Mexenu

L. Cuas - bull previcusly made of pieces

T

who brought the Koran. They pray for

I

he community prays to Allah and Mohammed

7 x 5 B XL, Mo |
good rulers, pood hzalth and peace for everyone. Iae AL ju

countars. LUne

be Finiehing ir

1ENINE 1N

gocunulate counters.

country's welfare,

is the day of prayer and rest. Young boys learn the Koran

and have to go from place Lo rnlace in search of pro fepzors -

this is true it is very much

n Tigre and Zegem

Hippo' hunting was undertsken at night (ref. Biology) and the

NEKE -

sliin used Lo

. Alenga = the whip

5. Yeferesina Yebekilo Yab - horse's
The flesh was eaten.

The time of going to bed depends on t

individusl. Some

ight. Cthers go to



bed early and others may pray for two hours. Children, however,
go to bed wer: early and rise up later {z little) than their

serents. Host adults rise at sun-rise.

xv) At present there are about four Waito young men worlking in

_,

the cotton [actory of Bahay Dar.

x4

xvi) They determine the time of day by observing the pesition of

the sun and by observing the length of their shadow. Om cloudy

days they know the time by Texperience’™. N.B. Factory hooter.

xvii) Jfccording to the chiel, musical instruments are no longer used

but thev included in the past:
1. Rirar
2. Kebero

3. iHesenko

xviii} Since "ancient times' their trade was based on barter. Howadays

they use money. They told us that they take a lot of erinding

stones to the villages of Gorgorra and Dembia by tankwa. They
can carry a maximum of L0 Wufchos in one tankwa and what they

3 o W

can buy for Z1.50 herz, they sel ar Gorgorra for

xix) They said that they eat at least once per day depending on the

wealth of the individual. If he is rich he can afford 3 or

more mesls, and if not, only onec meal. Two meals are most common.




Woc)

socid)

oxiii)

=5

Men and women mey prar together but the position of women is

very inferior and thev have very little say in important

issues oD 'f‘i-? 10 r*:l.?qr-_-lg_ ._JLH. o=,

Leisure time activities include:

2. Trips into town
5. UOther trips

. iy .

4« Chatting

Sleeping

\n

Waito-Christian Amhara; Waito-Moslem Amhara relations

In general the Waito-Moslem Amhara relationship is better tha
the Waito-Christian Amhara relationship. TFreviously no
Amhara would enter a Jaitc home, let alon. cat or talk with

a Waito. Nowadays, housver, relations areliyprovizg and some
lares f.

especially travellers) visit some Waito liouses and

eat with them. The Apharas say "srein is grain'.

Marriage is only possible within the Waito people, i.e. they
are endogamous, but incest is not practised. HNHowadays Waito
sen con marry Moslem Amhiara women if thev win the love of the
women. They bold us of one casc where a non-Waito married a
Waito becauce she loved him. They also told us of asnother
instasnce where a non=-Waito Hoslem Amhara married te a Walto
was taken to the court iz Bahar Dar. The court acquitted her

on the grounds that she could merry whoever she liked.




wxv)

ol

wxvil)

times of Tamins the adlil They

Asked how they zre aflected in

are not affected since "we make cvervthing®. "Thare is no work

we do not do. We are very skilled ypeople”., FHence if making

one thing fails them they turn to ancther. They told us they

following to sell:

T tankwa - hoat

2, mentaf - galvinmatiing

3. wifcho - grinding st

4, wyebabur wufcho - c¢ircular grinding stone

e gebeta = wooden bowl

G korshi = wooden table (not n

7 menka — woode poon (ehiffa)

8, mido - wooden conb

0., mizan - wvooden scales

Their religion forbids them to eat the Following:

1. a1l dead animals (i.e. naturally)
2. Zendo (pythen)

%. Ibaba (snakes)

L. all flying birds except Guinea Towl and Frankalin
They ear they welcoms any Yaito from other communities as their

brothers and stress that the land they inhabit is not theirs

and landlords sometimes ask them to evacuate, Vhen this

R el R » anmeal + } o St Y T . TP Gavernment has
."r':l._..' Deng,; Tig _} jele D LIS U0 LLLEE., Lo agvernmenc as
cTarted AT 7 ) marne r..‘"l' a= 3 e " 5 Y T E 1E8Y ¥ e
STal*ted CONTLINE LaIid GMe X £1Me d W0 18Ty NAnNe e LV

received land, which they use as

land if thev neecded monery.

L]




5 ' % %

#xvil/) Thelr troducts were exhibited when the unglish ueen and the

German President visited Bahar Dar.
¥%Xv111) A boy reaches manhood when he can support himself and earn money.
P ] i fod 1 (i £ B Y . 3 &
xxix) Waelto boys sta Government schools about one year

e) CCNVERSATIC!

Sharon Shafew

Awel Abdrakman
Y e aldaves 455 T : 43 R * e T+ w
Y, 4Ne elders did nol Enow the LR of TalT0. - b

passed down from their forefathers.

ii) Cf their orsel tradition of origin, they szid it could

traced to that of the Amhara.

iii) Marriage can take p

ro.  About eight started, but oply three are still attending.

ce only if the partnoere are sernarated by

at least 7 generations and closcr relations may not marry.

Hegidence is patrilocal except in very rapc cases when

parente=in-law ask their son-in-law to live with them.

iv) They take three meals a day:

coffee in the morning,

era and wot at midday,

injera and wot in evening.

v) Women and men do not ray together in the mosque.

the



criterion of wealtli is not clear as there is no single
rich indi However, peoaple [ i
trading are considered rich.
il et =g e igled A e
_.I Lo SEn | & LILC LT &
ing manks ) despised be i work demands
)
}  and the articles are in low de it
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